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Parish Magazine 
The Rectorial Benefice of the Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast comprises the Parishes of:   
St Bridget’s, St Brides; St Michael and All Angels, 
Ewenny; St Giles, Gileston; St Cattwg’s, Llanmaes;   
St Michael and All Angels, Llanmihangel;  
St Illtud’s, Llantwit Major; Holy Trinity, Marcross;    
St Mary’s, Monknash; St Donat’s, St Donats;  
St Tathan, St Athan; All Saints, Southerndown;  
St James, Wick.   
 

This magazine serves them all.  
Contributions to be in by 22nd of the month please. 

 
1. Index. 
2. From the Editor. 
3. Remember, 
4. From Father Edwin. 
5. Father Edwin. 
6. MU 1 in 3. 100 Club. Lateral. 
7. Advertisement 
8. Religious Detection. 
9. Religious Detection. 
10. Humour. 
Pull-out.   
Pull-out.  Christmas Services. 

 
 
 

Pull-out. Christmas Services. 
Pull-out.  Greetings. 
11. Puzzle Page. 
12. A Fresh Green Sprig. 
13. A Fresh Green Sprig. MU. 
14. Here we go Again. Registers. 
15. Meaning of Christmas. 
16. Nativity Play. 
17. Nativity play. 
18. Saint of the Month. 
19. Directory. 
20. Services. 

Please don’t forget to pass on this edition of the 
magazine to people who would otherwise not receive it. 

``   
This Month’s Cover 

 The picture depicts the Nativity Scene with the star, which had 
been the guide to the Magi or Wise Men, shining above the stable.  The 
Magi are shown, approaching on their camels, ready to offer their gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the baby Jesus.  The Gospels do not 
record the events exactly as in this drawing, but artistic licence allows us 
to see the elements we want to see at the same time.  Page 15 gives a 
fuller account of the Christian beliefs about the wonder of Christmas. 

 

Jump, and you will find out how to unfold your wings as you fall. 
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From the Editor 
Dear Friends, 
 

When did you first take notice that Christmas was on its way this year?  
There were various ways that this might happen.  For our household it was 
when, in July, we decided to go away over the Christmas weekend and booked 
the hotel.  For the UK as a whole it was probably when the Press and other 
media started the usual gloom and despondency about Christmas 2021 being 
‘cancelled’ like that of 2020.  Or perhaps it was when the advertisements and 
commercials for seasonal goods began to appear.  This is usually in October 
and in some extreme cases September.   

 You notice that I have switched to using the word ‘seasonal’ to replace 
‘Christmas’.  This is quite deliberate. I want to emphasise the point that very 
little of the razzamatazz has any connection with this being one of the major 
Christian Festivals.  It is all about eating and drinking; about the giving of 
presents; about having a good time with friends and family.  Don’t get me 
wrong; I’m not saying that we shouldn’t eat, drink, exchange presents and 
enjoy ourselves.  Of course, we should.  But it ought to be in the context of 
celebrating the wonderful birth of the man who came to save the world.   

 It is very apparent that what began as Christian festivals (the word 
holiday is derived from ‘Holy Day’) have become more and more secular.  
Indeed, I understand that remarks have been passed to the effect that we 
church-goers are trying to spoil things when we try to drag religion into the 
proceedings!  I sometimes think that more respect is given to Eid, Diwali and 
Ramadan than to the Christian festivals by the population as a whole.  And this 
is in a country which would be described as Christian.  

So, what is going wrong?  It hasn’t just come about all of a sudden.  
There has been a steady erosion of the authority of the Church, in line with the 
diminution of respect for authority as a whole.  So we ask, who is to blame?  It 
seems to me that there are several factors which have been at work.  I think 
that the Church leaders carry some of the responsibility in allowing a dilution in 
the strength of commitment expected in professing to being a Christian in 
order to accommodate people who find it too difficult to live up to what is 
asked.  The country as a whole bear part of the blame in demanding that their 
human rights require us to change rather than they themselves.    

But the greatest part of the liability is ours.  We, the ordinary 
worshippers, have become a little half-hearted in our commitment to God.  
Few of us are prepared to ‘stand up and be counted’ by speaking out when we 
ought, to counter the falsity of modern life.  Christ came to the world to save 
us all.  We should each and every one of us try to ensure that this is the 
message which carries at this season of the year.  Happy Christmas!  

Yours sincerely,  Eric Sparks 

If you see someone without a smile, give them one of yours. 
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Remember 
Another year, another November, and another Remembrance Sunday.  

Once more I have been impressed and emotionally moved by the reaction of 
the population of Llantwit Major to this annual ceremony.  The display of 
gratitude to those who suffered on our behalf indicates that there is a 
substantial number of people who feel that it is still well worth while doing so. 

 
I have said before and I say it again, that I have no patience with those 

who claim that Memorial Sunday glorifies war.  Nobody in their right mind 
glorifies war.  War is a wicked waste of time, resources and, above all, human 
lives, and besides those who are killed, those who are maimed physically and 
emotionally.  And not only those who were combatants but civilians as well.  
Non-combatants are killed and injured in bomb and rocket attacks and, of 
course there are the wives, sweethearts and relatives who wait at home, 
sometimes for ever.  And a lot more than the two World Wars, 14-18 and 39-
45, come to mind. 
Wars are still going on in many parts of the world with Britain having been 
involved in several; Korea, Falklands, Gulf, Yugoslavia and Afghanistan to name 
but a few.  The damage inflicted by mines leading to missing limbs and other 
horrendous injuries does not bear thinking about.  The armed forces are there 
to protect us, the general population, and we do well to recognise their 
contribution to our lives. 

 
My younger son recently took me to the National Memorial Arboretum 

at Alrewas in Staffordshire and what a wonderful place it is.  Opened 20 years 
ago in a 150-acre site there is now a wonderful variety of over 30,000 trees 
giving a feeling of peace and tranquillity to the many memorials which have 
been built there.  Almost every branch of the armed and support services has 
some form of memorial, a total of more than 350.  There are inscribed stone 
slabs in the ‘Heroes Square’, individual Regiments, Ships and Squadrons, 
Merchant Marine, Auxiliary and Nursing whose memorials ranging from the 
simple to the grand and many, many more with the imposing ‘Armed Forces 
Memorial recording the names of the 16,000 personnel who have been died in 
50 conflicts since 1948. 

 
I had two emotional moments.  The first was when I stood in front of 

the dedication to the Hampshire Regiment, as this was the one in which my 
father served in the First World War.  The second was when I came to the ‘Shot 
at Dawn Memorial’.  Here there is a statue of Private Herbert Burden who was 
shot for ‘cowardice’ in 1915, aged 17, faced by 6 small trees representing the 
firing squad.  They are surrounded by posts on which are inscribed the names 
of the 309 men who were shot at dawn.  They would now be diagnosed as 
suffering from PTSD. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
we will remember them.  We will remember them. 

ES 
It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are. 

3 



 
  

Father Edwin’s Page 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

My memories of Christmas in 2020 are still vivid, with a combination 
of joy and despair.  Just before Christmas last year, we closed our churches 
once again for fear of this dreadful disease that still plagues our lives.  Amid 
the fear and separation from friends and loved ones, I found myself doing all 
the traditional ceremonies of Christmas with barely a handful of people 
present in church, yet hundreds of others watching the livestreams on our 
Facebook pages.  On Christmas Eve I was on my own for Midnight Mass, with 
just the mobile phone for company… along with a congregation of hundreds 
that spanned not just our parish, but many countries in the world.  That will 
live in my memory for a long time! 
 

12 months on, we still face much uncertainty, and we don’t yet know 
if we will face further restrictions nearer to Christmas.  However, we know 
that our celebration of the birth of the Christchild will touch the lives of 
many people, whether in person or through our phones and computers. 
 

I was very privileged recently when someone in our parish invited me 
to see the collection of sermons that his father had written and preached 
during his ministry as an Anglican priest in Devon and, later, in Yorkshire, 
from the early 1940s through to the late 1960s.  The handwritten sermons 
seemed a million miles away from our services on social media, yet each of 
the beautifully written reflections would grace any act of worship today.   
 

I found myself asking if I could borrow some of the homilies from 
Remembrance Sunday, just to get a feel of what someone in my situation 
might have preached about during those years of seismic social change in 
this country.  In sermon after sermon I found a preacher with a deep 
Christian faith, confident to draw on his own experiences of the War, yet 
never shying away from a core Christian message of peace and 
reconciliation; for example, boldly proclaiming that the peacemakers of any 
age are truly the children of God, mirroring the words of Jesus in Chapter 5 of 
Matthew’s Gospel, yet recognising that peace is something that has to be 
‘made’ and it always comes at a price. 
 
If you’re wondering where all this fits into a Christmas magazine, it’s simply 
that the themes of remembrance, peace, reconciliation and justice are at the 
heart of the Christmas story.  Several of the sermons focussed on the 
importance of ‘remembering’, even using the importance of the cards we 
send at this time of year as our way of remembering the family and friends 
who shape and influence our lives in countless ways. 

 
 

  

Mystery creates wonder, and wonder is the basis of man’s desire to 
understand. 
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I’m very grateful to Dr David Ellis from St Illtud’s congregation, for 
sharing with me some of his father’s wonderful sermons.  Revd. Ellis served 
God and his congregations with distinction and his homilies, which are careful 
and prayerful in their content, yet powerful and inspiring in their impact, are a 
joy to read and reflect upon. 
 

I have a strong sense that the uncertainty of our Christmas in 2021 
may be much like those years following the dreadful conflict of the 1940s, 
with a bitter legacy and such uncertainty for the future.  In November 1947, 
Revd Ellis preached these words; “Because we are spiritual beings, God 
supplies our need – spiritual food, even himself, his own life to refresh, to 
sustain, to fortify our spiritual life, that we may go on.”  In so many ways, that 
sums up God’s gift of generous love, given to every one of us on Christmas 
Day. 
 

Happy Christmas to you and those whom you love, 
 

Edwin 
 

2 Things for Christmas… 
 

If you’re looking to capture something at the heart of Christmas this 
year, here are 2 things you can do; first, get a Christmas Crib!  The tradition of 
a Christmas Crib goes back to the time of St Francis of Assisi, who used local 
people to play the Nativity characters in Greccio in Italy, in the 13th century.  
Soon afterwards, carved wooden figures started to be used as a focal point in 
Christian homes, as a reminder of the story of Christmas.   
 

Christmas cribs are easy to buy in local shops or online and give a very 
special focus to our homes as we prepare for Christmas.  Make sure you place 
your crib prominently, so it’s a constant reminder to you of this joyous season. 
 
Second, make sure you take a few moments to offer a Grace for your 
Christmas dinner.  It doesn’t matter if you’re celebrating with a dozen family 
and friends with all the trimmings, or if your Christmas meal is a quiet or 
solitary affair; a Christmas Grace is a simple prayer of thanksgiving for life and 
sustenance at this time of the year 
 

Dear Lord, we give thanks to you for this Christmas meal and for the 
people who are dear to us.  As we reflect on the joys and struggles of the 
past year, may we find comfort in the promise of your great love.  This 
Christmas, give us light and hope in the birth of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
St Illtud’s Open Mic Night 

The Christmas ‘Open Mic’ at St Illtud’s will be held on Friday 10th 
December, beginning at 7.30pm.  There has to be a limit of 50 people 
attending due to the current restrictions, so please contact the Parish Office if 
you would like to book a place (01446 792439). 

 Who sees the human face correctly: the photographer, the mirror or 
the painter? 
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The innocent seldom find an uncomfortable pillow. 
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100 Club – November Winners 
1. Mathew James £47.00 
2. Sally Hanks  £35.25 

 
Don’t forget – Bumper draw in December. 

 

Lateral Thinking 

 

The first meeting of the 
MU support of the 16 Days of 
Action against gender-based 
violence took place in St Illtud’s 
Galilee Chapel on Saturday 27th 
November.  A silence of 3 minutes 
was held as part of the MU Global 
Day and those present joined in 
an act of worship.   
 

1, if a clock takes 2 seconds to 
strike 2 o’clock, how long will 
it take to strike 3 o’clock? 

 
2. A photo is taken at a family 
celebration. Present there were: 
a mother, a father, a son, a 
daughter, an uncle, an aunt, a 
brother, a sister, a cousin, a 
nephew and a niece.  What is the 
least number of people there will 
be on the photo? 

 

3. A balloon is stationary just off 
the coast of France.  If I drop two 
wine bottles, one full and one 
empty, over the side, which will 
hit the ground first?   

1) 4 seconds.  The time taken for 2 o’clock is the interval between 1 and 2.  The time for 3 
o’clock is the intervals between 2 and 3 and 3 and 4.  

2)2) Four. A brother and sister, the brother’s son and the sister’s daughter. 
3) Neither.  They are off the coast. 



 
 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bringing fabric to Wick in the beautiful Vale 

 

Fabric room – fabric in stock from major design houses across the world 

Sewing room – for one to one lessons and workshops 

Long arm quilter – to hire or we can do the quilting for you. 

Also in stock - threads, wadding, bosal, patterns and interfacing. 

 

 

If you like sewing and quilting, you will love 

Juberry Fabrics 
 

29 St James’ Road 

Wick 

Cowbridge 

01656 330730 

www.juberry.co.uk  

Julie.betts@juberry.co.uk 

 

 



  
 
 
  

 

Religious Detection 
 

A reference to The Bible in last month's magazine is a reminder that religion 
can play a significant part in our literature, starting with "The Canterbury 
Tales" written by Geoffrey Chaucer between 1380 and 1400.  Since the 
second century, in the Middle East pilgrimage had been a form of worship, 
but in England Canterbury became most important 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The medieval period is not rich in crime fiction, but has one important 
detective in Cadfael (a local version of Cadog).  He started his fictional life in 
1977 in a series of books which were later televised, and which were 
repeated last year. Cadfael was a Benedictine monk in the monastery at 
Shrewsbury  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
medieval historian under the name of Ellis Peters, so the history is accurate 
(though confusing). Derek Jacobi made an excellent  
monk, if not a very good Benedictine. 

 
 
 
 
 

Refusal to believe until proof is given is a rational position; denial of all 
outside of our own limited experience is absurd. 
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after the murder, in 1171 and sanctification of 
Thomas Becket.  The most popular route was the one 
south of London along the chalk uplands, which 
became known as "The Pilgrims' Way." Chaucer's 
book is a retelling of the stories shared by the 
travellers. 

 

(now the RC cathedral), but his more liberal Welsh outlook 
often got him into trouble with his superiors. In his earlier 
life he had been a soldier crusader, and in the Middle East 
he had picked up a working knowledge of medicinal 
plants, which he put to good use as poison seemed a 
popular way of disposing of enemies, plus the occasional 
murder. His monastic life from 1135 to 1146 is set within 
the civil war period between Stephen and Matilda, so war 
wounds regularly crop up. The stories were written by a 

Tudor crime is well represented by the writings of 
C.J. Sansom, whose detection is carried out by a 
disabled lawyer, Matthew Shardlake, sometimes 
called on to investigate a killing at Henry VIll's 
court or dubious dealings in the dissolution of the 
monasteries.   

 

Two current TV series have a tentative religious connection. 
"Father Brown," a genial priest who solves mysteries, 
originated in a series of short stories written between 1910 
and 1936 by G.K. Chesterton. The central character is based 
upon a priest who converted the author to Catholicism about 
1920, the Rt. Revd. John O'Connor. 



  

 
 

Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; they are the 
charming gardeners who make souls blossom. 
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“Grantchester" takes its name from a small but exclusive 
town near Cambridge.  It deals with the relationship 
between a vicar, who has problems in the vicarage, and a 
senior detective who also has problems near home.  
Together they become involved in various crimes and 
misdemeanours, but I don't know why they bother.  Any 
ideas, contact the editor (postcards please.) 
 
Phil Rickman, a former BBC Wales reporter, has 
devised a more innovative genre, regioned (newly 
invented word) in the Welsh Marches.  The central 
character is unusual, a woman priest, Merrily Watkins, 
vicar of Ledwardine, one of the black and white villages 
of Herefordshire (Leintwardine, perhaps).  She is also 
the "Deliverance Consultant," an update on the old 
title of "Diocesan Exorcist".  The first in the series is, 
"The Wine of Angels," in 1999, about a village where 
murder is a local tradition.  A range of characters 
indulge in weirder and non-Christian pursuits.  One 
volume nearer here is "The Fabric of Sin," about 
Garway Church near Abergavenny, built by the Knights 
Templar and still brimming with Templar remains.  The 
story serves as a warning to any builder who tampers 
with ancient sites.  With apologies to Chaucer, 

 

I have kept till last my favourite example of religious 
detection.  Described as "an erudite fiction story," it 
combines "humour, terror, ecstasy," and a little sex. 
Can you ask for more?  The book, "The Name of the 
Rose," was originally written in Italian by Umberto Eco 
in 1980.  It is set in (another) Benedictine monastery, in 
the middle of winter, naturally snowbound, in the 
mountains of northern Italy.  One by one, monks suffer 
bizarre deaths, linked to secret research being carried 
out in the library.  A learned Franciscan, played in the 
film version by Sean Connery, who has just invented 
spectacles, is brought in to investigate, and soon all is 
revealed. 2009 saw the first volume of a trilogy 
concerning the politics, religious issues, wives and 
mistresses of Henry VIll.  You surely have read them.
         Viv Kelly 

 



 
 
 
  

Humour  
Little George went to the Santa Claus in the department Store and 

asked for an electric train set.  “If you get your train,” he was asked, “isn’t 
your dad going to want to play with it too.  Is that all right?”  The boy 
became very quiet.  So, moving the conversation along, the Santa asked, 
“What else would you like Santa to bring you?”  He promptly replied, 
“Another train.”  

 
A family was putting out mince pies for Santa on Christmas Eve, 

when one was accidentally dropped.  "No problem," said their mother, 
picking it up and dusting it off before placing it back on the plate. "You 
can't do that," argued the four-year-old, you tell us not to eat things if they 
have been on the floor.  "Don't worry. Santa will never know."  He shot her 
a look.  "So, if he knows if I've been good or bad, how come he doesn't 
know the mince pie fell on the floor?" 

 
A lady accidentally swallowed the wrong pill, taking her husband’s 

prostate medication instead.  Her daughter called the surgery to ask 
whether there was any cause for alarm.  The answer came, “There should 
be nothing to worry about but just in case, please let us know if she starts 
hanging around hardware stores and buys a lot of power tools.” 

 
 Travelling through Ambleside, I stopped at a Lake District welcome 
centre to pick up a map of the Lakes.  I found plenty of brochures but no 
maps.  I couldn’t find any on display, so I asked one of the helpers if they 
had any.  “Certainly,” came the reply.  “I’ll get you one.” As he walked to 
the back, the second helper explained, “We keep them in the storage 
room.  If we leave them out on the counter, people just come in and take 
them.”  
 

My doctor took one look at  my waistline and refused to believe 
that  I take any exercise; so I told him what I do every day: jump to 
conclusions, climb the walls, drag my heels,  push my luck, make 
mountains out of molehills, bend over backward, run around in circles, put 
my foot  in my mouth, go over the edge, and beat around the bush. 
 
  

One day or day one.  You decide. 
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I’m not putting out 
mince pies for Santa; 

he’s fat enough as it is. 
I can’t decide where to 

hang the mistletoe. 

Why is it that you only 
seem to know “Good 

King Wenceslas”? 

 



 

 
  

 

Christmas Pull-out 
 

 

 

Details of Christmas 
Services 

And a page of 
Christmas Greetings 



 
   

 

Christmas services across the  
Glamorgan Heritage Coast Parish 

 
Please check locally nearer the time (noticeboards & social media) as we do 

not know what Covid restrictions may be in place closer to Christmas, booking 
numbers are included below. 

 
Ewenny Priory (book for services 01656 663878) 
Sunday 19th December,  4pm – 9 Lessons and Carols 
Christmas Day,   9.30am – Christmas Eucharist 
 
Holy Trinity, Marcross  
Sunday 19th December,  3pm – Carol Service  
 
St Bridget’s, St Brides Major  
Wednesday 22nd December, 6.30pm – Carol Walk through  

the Village 
Christmas Eve,   4pm – Crib Service 
Christmas Eve,   11.30pm – Midnight Mass 
 
St Cattwg’s, Llanmaes (book for services 01446 793932) 
Sunday 12th December,  11am – Carol Service 
Christmas Eve,   9pm – Midnight Mass 
 
St Donat’s, St Donats (book for services 01446 792439) 
Sunday 12th December,  4.30pm – Carol Service 
Christmas Eve,   4.30pm – Christmas Eve Communion 
 
St Giles’, Gileston (book for services 01446 750416) 
Christmas Day,   9.30am – Christmas Eucharist 
 

St Illtud’s, Llantwit Major  
Tuesday 21st December,  4.30-6.30pm – Visit the Christmas Crib  

(Booking via Eventbrite) 
Wednesday 23rd December,  6pm – Carols in the Churchyard 
Thursday 23rd December, 4.30-6.30pm – Visit the Christmas Crib  

(Booking via Eventbrite) 
 



 
  

Christmas Eve,   10am – Eucharist  
Christmas Eve,   6pm – Carol Service 
Christmas Eve,   11.15pm – Midnight Mass (& online) 
Christmas Day,   8am – Eucharist  
Christmas Day,   9.30am – Christmas Eucharist (& online) 
Sunday 26th December, 9.30am – Ministry Area Service (& 
online) 
 
St James’, Wick (book for services 01656 890297) 
Tuesday 21st December,  6pm – 9 Lessons and Carols  
Christmas Eve,   11.30pm – Midnight Mass 
 
St Mary’s, Monknash  
Sunday 12th December,  6pm – Carol Service 
 
St Michael’s, Llanmihangel (book for services 01446 773261) 
Sunday 19th December,  6pm – 9 Lessons and Carols  
Christmas Day,  9.30am – Christmas Communion 
 
St Tathan’s, St Athan (book for services 01446 751950) 
Sunday 12th December,  7pm – Carol Service with the  

RAF St Athan Voluntary Band 
Christmas Eve,   11.30pm – Midnight Mass 
 
The Clergy, Editorial Team, Administrative Staff and all the other workers who 
help to make the Benefice work in these difficult times hope that you have a 
Joyous and prayerful Christmas with Family and friends.  Don’t forget to say 
grace when it comes to your meal.  

 
Dear Lord, we give thanks to you for this Christmas meal and for the 

people who are dear to us.  As we reflect on the joys and struggles of the 
past year, may we find comfort in the promise of your great love.  This 
Christmas, give us light and hope in the birth of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

  



 
 
  

To all my friends and loved ones may I wish everyone a 
very HAPPY AND PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS AND A 
HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.   
Thank you all for the love and support you have given me 
over the year.  I cannot imagine how I would manage 
without you. With love, best wishes and lots of virtual 
hugs and kisses.                    Diane Gullett 
 
Sending love to all from Llanvihangel Crucorney, wishing 
you a peaceful and happy Christmas and every good wish 
for a healthy 2022.      Kay (Howells) and Richard xx 
 
David and Maureen, together with Peter and Gillian, 
wish to the Clergy, Readers and our many friends in the 
Benefice all the blessings and joy of Christmas, looking 
forward to the time when we can all meet in church again 

 
Anne and Eric Sparks wish all the readers of this 

magazine a Joyous Christmas and good prospects for the 
New Year. 

 
We wish all our friends a happy, healthy and peaceful 
Christmas and New Year.   Love Carole and Bill. 
 

Nadolig llaweni’n holl ddarllenwyr.   Viv 

 

 



 
  

Puzzle Page 
  Crossword No 110 

I’m not confused. I’m just well mixed. 
11 

Answers  

Mini Quiz 
1. Whereabouts in Britain is the Eric Morecambe Hall? 
2. Michael Foot said of which politician “She has no 

imagination and that means no compassion”? 
3. The G700 is the flagship business jet of which US 

company? 
4. Wood worms are the larvae of which non-biting fly? 
5. Union Major General John Sedgwick was killed in 

1864  by a sharpshooter just after he said what? 
6.  

Answers 

1 Harpenden, Hertfordshire, 2 Margaret Thatcher,  
3 Gulfstream, 4 Midgefly, 5  “They couldn’t hit an 
elephant at this distance.” 

Children’s Word Ladder 
Go from one word to the 

next by changing only one 
letter.  The first three words 

are there to help you. 

 

Across:  1 Erect, 4 Quash, 10 Err, 11 Shade, 12 Mar, 13 turf, 15 Nag, 17 Hard, 18 Ivy 19 Lee, 
20 Fizz, 21 News, 22 Zip, 23 Nun, 24 Cosy, 26 Hat, 28 Alto, 30 Two, 31 Gloss, 33 Toe, 34 
Cycle, 35 Proxy. 
Down: 2 Rarer, 3 Cos, 5 Use, 6 Samba, 7 Certificate, 8 Saga, 9 Predisposed, 14 Fizzy, 15 
Nymph, 16 Glint. 17 Henna, 25 Story, 27 Agog, 29 Latex, 31 Gel, 32 Sir. 

 

BEST FINEST 

BENT  CROOKED 

SENT DISPATCHED 

 PEW 

 ANIMAL 

 VEND 

 CHIME 

 SPHERE 

 VISIT 

 STILL 

BALM SOLACE 

 

Best, Bent, Sent, Seat, Seal, Sell, 
Bell, Ball, Call, Calm, Balm. 

  1 2   3     4 5   6     

7           8           9 

10       11           12     

                          

13     14   15   16   17       

      18       19           

20                 21       

      22       23           

24   25     26 27     28 29     

                          

30       31       32   33     

                          

  34           35           

 

 
Across   Down 

1 Upright 2 Scarcer 
4 Annul 3 Lettuce 

10 Stray 5 Employ 
11 Shelter 6 Dance 
12 Impair 7 Diploma 
13 Sod 8 Tale  
15 Horse 9 Susceptible 
17 Difficult 14 Blurred 
18 Creeper 15 Gleam 
19 Sheltered 16 Gleam 
20 Bubbles 17 Dye 
21 Information 25 Tale 
22 Fastener 27 Eager 
23 Sister 29 Rubber 
24 Snug 31 Coalesce 
26 Headgear 32 Knight 
28 Voice 

  30 Pair 
  31 Shine 
  33 Digit 
  34 Sequence 
  35 Stand-in 
   



 
  

 

Best friends they know how crazy you are but still choose to be seen in 
public with you. 
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A Fresh Green Sprig 
Notes from April and May Parish Magazines for 1973 

 
In a poem by Alexander Solzhenitsyn, he wrote of what was found on 

a log felled and stacked twelve months before, so full of life that they 
couldn’t cut it for firewood – a fresh green sprig.  The Vicar described it in his 
leading article about Easter in the April issue, and from it he sees a sprig of 
hope and joy throughout the continuing year. 

 
    Green shoots again when he wrote how some of the young Sunday 
School teachers had been finding new sources of strength in the Christian 
way by attending weekends at St. Teilo’s and raising the money themselves 
by a sponsored “Sing-in” in church to cover the cost. 
 
  The children of the Church in Wales were trying to collect 2,000 books 
of Green Shield stamps to exchange for a Land Rover for Bishop Poole-
Hughes in Tanzania, with the Vicar adding: We were much moved by the 
immediate response of the Special Class of Llanilltud Fawr Junior School, who 
sent a full book with a delightful letter.  So far we have seven books.  We 
would like to send at least 20 from the parish.  The final figure was 26 full 
books, and the December inset has a photograph of the Land Rover behind 
the Archbishop and one child from each of the six dioceses. 
  
    A Senior Citizen Indeed.  This was the Vicar’s comment about County 
Alderman Percy Smith’s retirement, after forty years of remarkable service to 
the County.  The people of Llantwit Major owe him a big thanks, for while 
public service has its short moments of glory, for the most part it is hard, 
thankless, tiring, routine work, and this he has given without stint.  A Senior 
Citizen indeed.  
  [Read my article in volume 11 of the “Llantwit Major Aspects of 
History” books about the controversy when in 1979 a new road in Boverton 
was given his name.} 
  
   In St. Donat’s Notes was the intention to hold a Memorial Service for 
Meurig Owen, formerly head of the English Department at the Atlantic 
College, and later head of the International School at Singapore.  His tragic 
death at the early age of 48 is a great loss to education and a great personal 
loss to his many friends who remember with affection his warm and colourful 
personality.  He was a regular worshipper at St. Donat’s with his family.  
 
    The Parting of Friends was the headline in the May issue announcing 
the departure of the Revd. Brian Bessant after five years as Curate, on being 
appointed to the living of Llangammarch Wells in the Diocese of Swansea and 
Brecon.  The Vicar wrote that he had proved himself to be a good  



 
  

 

 

The more I see, the less I know for certain. 
13 

Parish priest in his pastoral care of young and old, and his friendly 
personality and genuine concern for people endeared him to all.  Many of 
our younger members will always be grateful to him for introducing them 
to new possibilities of living by the freshness of his approach to the 
Christian Faith.  He understands them. 
 

In a note at the end of the article the Vicar thankfully wrote that 
the Bishop had suggested a promising successor, Richard Evans, of 
Merthyr Tydfil, who was to be made Deacon on 30th June. 
 

In writing about Christian Aid Week he commented that while 
there have always been disasters and poverty, the sheer size today 
increases the magnitude: What is new is that modern means of 
communication bring these disasters into our homes. If help is possible we 
cannot stand aside and do nothing.  The delivery of envelopes to, and 
collection from, almost every house in the parish was mostly done by the 
Young Wives, with an appeal from the Vicar for help by others. 
 

David G. Brunning. 
 

Llantwit Major Mothers’ Union 
 

 
 
 
 
By the time you read this we will have begun our 16 Days of 

Activism against gender-based violence and will have held our 3 minutes 
silence as part of the MU Global Day on Saturday the 27th of November.    

We continue to pray each day following the Prayer Diary which 
came to us with our “Connected” magazines.    

Whether or not you are an MU member, if you would like to know 
more about this United Nations Campaign and to join with our prayers, 
you can find them online at: 
Britain and Ireland 16 Days Prayer Diary 2021_0.pdf (mothersunion.org) 
I will also post this link on St Illtud's Church, Llantwit Major: Mothers' 
Union (llanilltud.org.uk) 
 
Dates for Diary 
Tuesday Dec 7th. Eucharist and Tea party. St Illtud’s. 
Tuesday January 4th Deanery Epiphany Service at St Illtud’s at 2.00pm 
Advent will have begun by the time our magazine is with you and I wish 
you all a very Happy, Peaceful and Blessed Christmas. 

Sue Beetlestone 
 

 

https://www.mothersunion.org/sites/default/files/resources/public/Britain%20and%20Ireland%2016%20Days%20Prayer%20Diary%202021_0.pdf
https://www.llanilltud.org.uk/Groups/363310/Mothers_Union.aspx
https://www.llanilltud.org.uk/Groups/363310/Mothers_Union.aspx


 
  

 

Here we go again! 
The ‘revision’ artists have been at it again!  They have a theory that 

not all the Wise Men were indeed men; they claim that there could have 
been one or more women among them.  They are demanding that the 
Gospels change their wording to ‘Wise persons’ in order to avoid offence.  
What a waste of time!  It is abundantly clear that all the Magi were men.  If 
any of them had indeed been women, they would have asked for directions, 
arrived on time, chosen more sensible presents for a baby, and brought 
blankets and a casserole for Mary and Joseph. 

 

From the Registers 
 
 Baptisms 
24 Oct.    Bronwen Helen Floy Saxon 
07 Nov.   Zachary Idris Williams 
07 Nov.   Felicity Jayne Ward 
 
Burials 
25 Oct.   Evelyn James, aged 83 years, St. Brides Major 
09 Nov.  David Cain, aged 69 years, St. Athan 
10 Nov.  Valerie Webb, aged 83 years, Bridgend 
11 Nov.  Bernice Mary Glover, aged 89 years, Llantwit Major 
22 Nov.  Kenneth David Burt, aged 47 years, Huddersfield  
 

Magic is believing in yourself, if you can do that you can make 
anything happen. 
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The Meaning of Christmas 

  
 At Christmas we celebrate the birth of our   
Saviour Jesus Christ.  The events are recorded in the  
Bible and recount how Mary, betrothed to Joseph,  
journeyed from Nazareth, where they lived, to  
Bethlehem.  They were required to do this for the  
purpose of a census even though Mary was in the  
last stages of her pregnancy.  Mary had been told by  
God, through an angel, to name the baby Jesus and  
that her son was the Son of God. 
  
    On reaching Bethlehem,  
           Joseph and Mary found that the town was  
           crowded out by all the other people who had 
           gone there for the census and could only find 
           shelter in a stable.  Here the child was born 
           and  later worshipped by Shepherds and by  
                                     Wise Men who had travelled a considerable d
           distance to do so.  These parts of the story are 
           recounted each year in Nativity Plays, 
especially in schools, throughout the world.  Many homes and churches 
have figures depicting the scene in the stable.  
  
At this time, we have special services in church in  
which the glorious story of the miraculous birth is  
re-read from the Bible.  We sing carols, which are  
a joyous way of commemorating this wonderful  
event and give thanks for the gift granted to us. 
  
 Many other things have become customary  
at Christmas time - gift giving, exchange of cards,  
     special meal,  
     decorations and the like.  All these 
     things are good and to be  
     commended provided the real 
     meaning of Christmas is not lost 
     among the festivities but, as the 
     Harry Belafonte song has it "Man 
     will live for evermore because of 
     Christmas Day". 

     ES 

 

 

 

 

Nobody should come to the cinema unless they believe in heroes. 
15 



  

Tell the truth; there is less to remember. 
16 

Nativity Play 
 

The highlight of the evening in the second Nativity play of this 
Christmas season had been the Annunciation.  Mary, a pretty little thing of 
about six or seven, had been busy bustling about the stage, wiping and 
dusting, when the Angel of the Lord had appeared stage right.  The heavenly 
spirit had been a tall, self-conscious boy with a plain, pale face and sticking-
out ears.  He had been dressed in a flowing white robe, large paper wings and 
sported a crooked tinsel halo.  Having wiped his nose on his sleeve, he had 
glanced around suspiciously and had sidled up to Mary, as a dodgy 
market trader might to see if you were interested in buying something from 
‘under the counter’. 
‘Who are you?’ Mary had asked sharply, putting down her duster and placing 
her hands on her hips.  This had not been the quietly-spoken, gentle-natured 
Mary I had been used to. 
‘I’m the Angel Gabriel,’ the boy had replied with a dead-pan expression and in 
a flat voice. 

‘Well, what do you want?’ 
‘Are you Mary?’ 
‘Yes.’ 
‘I come with tidings of great joy.’ 
‘What?’ 
‘I’ve got some good news.’ 
‘What is it? 
‘You’re having a baby.’ 
‘I’m not.’ 
‘You are.’ 
‘Who says?’ 
‘God, and He sent me to tell you.’ 
‘Well, I don’t know nothing about this.’ 
‘And it will be a boy and He will become great and be called - er, um -‘The 
boy stalled for a moment. ‘Ah - called Son of the Most High, the King of 
Kings. He will rule for ever and His reign will have no end.’ 

‘What if it’s a girl?’ 
‘It won’t be.’ 
‘You don’t know, it might be.’ 
‘It won’t, ‘cos God knows about these things.’ ‘Oh.’ 
‘And you must call it Jesus.’ 

‘I don’t like the name Jesus.  Can I call him something else?’  
‘No. 
‘What about Gavin? 
No,’ the angel had snapped. ‘You have to call it Jesus.  Or you don’t get it., 

‘All right then,’ Mary had agreed. 
 



 
  

 
‘And look after it.’ 

‘I don’t know what I’m going to tell Joseph’, the little girl had said, putting 
on a worried expression and picking up her duster. 
‘Tell him it’s God’s.’ 
‘OK,’ Mary had said, smiling for the first time. 
 
When the Angel of the Lord had departed Joseph had entered.  He had been 
a cheeky-faced little boy dressed in a brown woollen dressing gown, thick 
blue socks and a multi-coloured towel over his head, held in place by the 
inevitable elastic belt with a snake clasp. 

‘Hello, Mary,’ he had said cheerfully. 
‘Oh hello, Joseph,’ Mary had replied. 
‘Have you had a good day?’ 
‘Yes, pretty good,’ she had told him, nodding theatrically.  
‘Have you anything to tell me?’ 
There had been a slight pause before she had replied.  
‘I am having a baby - oh, and it’s not yours.’  

 
  This account of a Nativity play as performed in a Primary School is 

reproduced by kind permission of the author, Gervase Phinn, who wrote a 
series of highly amusing books recounting his experiences as a Schools 
Inspector in Yorkshire.  I think it is worth seeing again.                                  
          Ed 
 

Money, Money, Money!! 
The money-raisers have been in action again with some wonderful 

sums having been donated to very worthwhile charities.  Rob Burrow, once a 
Leeds Rhinos player, contracted Motor Neurone Disease and is now confined 
to a wheelchair.  His team captain, Kevin Sinfield, decide to support the MND 
charity by going the extra mile which, he interpreted as running 101 miles in 
24 hours.  He did this and the support he received has brought in over £2.7 
million.  Marvellous!! 

 
Another high profile action has been that of BBC weatherman Owain 

Wyn Evans , from Ammanford in Carmarthenshire.  He is an amateur drummer 
who set out to perform a ‘Drumathon’ by playing his drums for 24 hours.  This 
was in support of the annual BBC Children in Need appeal.  He achieved his 
goal, being joined by dozens of other drummers, including professionals, and 
was delighted with the result of over £3 million being raised.  Excellent!!!  
 

There have been others, less high profile, who have raised money and 
they, also, merit our praise and thanks. 

ES 
I have made mistakes, but I’ve never made the mistake of claiming I 

never made one. 
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Saint of the Month 
14th December: St John of the Cross 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
among other things, Salvador Dali’s 1951 painting Christ of Saint John of 
the Cross which hangs in the Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum.  It 
seemed to us then, rather lost among other exhibits, but I gather it has 
since been rehung in a purpose-built gallery in the museum – so that’s a 
reason to go back to Glasgow to revisit it.  

The painting is an unconventional depiction of the crucifixion, as 
viewed from above, without nails, blood or the crown of thorns.  It is so-
titled because Dali based his design on a drawing by the 16th century 
Spanish Carmelite friar, Juan de Yepes, known as John of the Cross, who 
died on this day in 1591.  While praying in the Monastery of the 
Incarnation in Ávila, John had a vision of the crucified Christ which led 
him to create his drawing of Christ ‘from above’.  

So what do we know about John of the Cross?  He was born in 
1542 in Ávila to an impoverished family and went to a charity school. 
After working for a while as a nurse, John joined the Carmelite Order 
when he was 21.  He studied at Salamanca University and was ordained in 
1567.  He met Teresa of Ávila who persuaded him to help with her reform 
of the Carmelite Order. 
 

John and Teresa’s reforms proved not to be popular with some in 
the Order, and John was imprisoned and tortured.  However, his 
experiences led him to write, and he is considered one of the finest 
Spanish poets.  In his mystical writings, John describes the ‘dark night of 
the soul’ in its journey from its bodily home to union with God.  John was 
never reconciled with the Carmelite order and died in banishment in 
Andalusia after a severe illness.  

Philip Morris 
 Notice that the tree is most easily cracked while the bamboo or willow 

survives by bending with the wind.  
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The city of Glasgow has been very much in focus 
as the venue for COP26, the UN Climate Change 
Conference.  This will no doubt encourage people to 
visit the city for a short break, for it has much to offer in 
the way of tourist attractions, and especially for those 
who are interested in art and architecture.  The Glasgow 
School of Art is world famous, and the work of Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh, the pioneering Glaswegian 
architect, designer, and artist can be found throughout 
the city. 

Sheila and I spent the inside of a week in 
Glasgow a few years ago, mainly to visit the staff of the 
charity, Children in Distress which we support, but also 
to see, 



 
  

Benefice Directory  
 

Parish Clergy 
Rev'd Canon Edwin Counsell    01446-794503 
The Rectory, High Street 
Llantwit Major, CF61 1SS 
edwin.counsell@ghcp.church  
 
Fr Craig Vaughan      01656-890468 
The Vicarage, Trepit Road 
Wick, CF71 7QL 
fr.craig@ghcp.church  
 
Rev’d Emma Street     01656-880506 
The Vicarage, Southerndown Road, 
St Brides Major 
Bridgend, CF32 0SD 
streetmorgan@hotmail.com  
 
Readers  Keith Brown    01446-793804 
  keith.brown@llantilltud.org.uk  
  Penny Snowden    01446-775402 
  pennysnowden@gmail.com 
  Hazel Norfolk    01656 880532 
  norfolk.1@hotmail.com   
  Sue Moll     01446-719445 
  sue.moll@llanilltud.org.uk  
  Bill Henderson    01446-750418 
  bill.henderson@llanilltud.org.uk  
 
Parish Office Alison Weston     01446-792439 
9am -2.30pm  St Illtud’s Church, Church Street,   
Mon – Fri Llantwit Major. CF61 1SB. 
  office@ghcp.church   
Website  http://www.llanilltud.org.uk/  
School  Mrs Ceri Thomas    01656 890253 
  Wick & Marcross Church in Wales    
  Primary School 
  Church Street, Wick, CF71 7QE 
 
School  Mr Duncan Mottram   01656 880477 

St Brides Major, Church in Wales Primary  
Heol yr Ysgol 
St Brides Major, Bridgend, CF32 0TB 

 
Magazine Eric Sparks,    01446-795443 
Editor  Bronelwyn, Castle St  
  Llantwit Major, CF61 1AP 
  ericpetersparks1932@gmail.com 

Contributions to be received by 22
nd

 of the month. 

 
Please all and you will please none.  

19 

mailto:edwin.counsell@ghcp.church
mailto:fr.craig@ghcp.church
mailto:streetmorgan@hotmail.com
mailto:keith.brown@llantilltud.org.uk
mailto:pennysnowden@gmail.com
mailto:norfolk.1@hotmail.com
mailto:sue.moll@llanilltud.org.uk
mailto:bill.henderson@llanilltud.org.uk
mailto:office@ghcp.church
http://www.llanilltud.org.uk/
mailto:ericpetersparks1932@gmail.com


  

 



 
  

Llantwit Major Bowls Club 
Come and sample the game.  Pleasant 

surroundings, fresh air and good 
exercise. By the Rugby Club. 

 
Come and join in the indoor short-mat 

sessions Mon, Tue, Wed & Thurs. 
afternoons 

 See our Website – www.lmbc.wales  
 

 
 

25% off first appointment 

THE FOOT CLINIC 

Commercial Street,  

Llantwit Major 

Vale of Glamorgan  

CF61 1RB 

Tel: 01446 793040 
 

 

 

 

Channing Electrical 
 

Specialists in all aspects of 
electrical and security installations 
 

Call Joel: 07854262736 
 

Email: 
channingelectrical@gmail.com 

  

  

 

http://www.lmbc.wales/


 

 

 

W James & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

Fonmon 
Tel 01446 710 096 

Serving Barry and the Vale of 
Glamorgan 

ESTABLISHED 1860 
Personal attention at all times from  

a family run business 
24 Hour Service – Private Chapel of Rest 

Prepaid Funeral Plans  
(Written Details on Request) 
www.wjamesandsons.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

National 
Association 
Of Funeral 
Directors 

 

 

Wick – Monknash 

Village Hall 
For hire at reasonable rates. 

Children’s Events    

Meetings, Parties, etc. 

Contact:  Mary Williams MBE  

 Wick Shop  01656 - 890544 

 Wick Shop  01656 - 890544 
 

Flowers for all Occasions  

The Flower Shop 
 

Sarah Thomas    

2, Barons Close   Telephone 

East Street    01446 - 

Llantwit Major    792264 

 

FANCY A BREAK BY THE SEA? 
In Southerndown 

Self-contained bungalow sleeps 6, 2 double 1 twin 
Lovely sea views. Close to M4 

Also Bed and Breakfast available 
Ring 01656-880532 Email: norfolk.1@hotmail.com  

Write: R&H Norfolk, Little West Bungalows, Southerndown CF32 0PY 
www.littlewestbungalows.co.uk  

http://www.wjamesandsons.co.uk/
mailto:norfolk.1@hotmail.com
http://www.littlewestbungalows.co.uk/

