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This Month’s Cover
Advent, which commences on Sunday 28th November this year, is the
season in the Christian year when we prepare for the wonderful Festival of
Christmas. The cover picture depicts a candle holder with the five Advent
candles in it. The significance of these candles is as follows. The first Advent
candle, is known as the prophecy candle, or candle of hope.. The second
candle is called the Bethlehem candle or the candle of peace. The third is
pink, and is called the shepherd candle or candle of joy. The fourth is called
the angel candle or the candle of love. The Christ candle is the fifth Advent
candle, placed in the centre of the wreath is white.

Stop Press
Brother Gildas from Caldey Island was going to visit Llantwit on 6th

November to celebrate St Illtyd’s Day with us, but unfortunately is unable to
do so. He now hopes to come at the beginning of Lent next March.
If you think in terms of a year plant a seed; if in terms of ten years
plant a tree; if you think in terms of 100 years teach people.
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From the Editor
Dear Friends,
One of the more positive things that has come about during the Covid
19 restrictions, is the number of people who have achieved remarkable feats
which raised significant sums of money for charity. Several of these have been
reported on these pages with the best known, perhaps being Captain Tom.
One name, however, which might not ring an immediate bell is that of Paul
Harvey. This story is one of the most delightful instances of compassion with
his actions giving hope for the future.
Paul Harvey, a retired music teacher, has dementia. This condition,
which would appear to be the scourge of modern times, has many examples in
our community. An extreme form is Alzheimer’s Disease, and the most obvious
observable effect is usually the loss of short-term memory. This was the case
with Paul, but he was able to take refuge in his music as such abilities are not
lost. His son, Nick, set him a challenge with the intention of occupying his mind.
This was to compose a piece of music around just four notes. These were F, A,
D and B.
Paul set to work and composed a lovely piece of music around these
four notes and for a little while nothing further happened until the media got
hold of the story and then the whole thing went viral. Daniel Whibley made an
arrangement for full orchestra and the piece of music was recorded by the BBC
Philharmonic Orchestra. The record went up the charts and, while it didn’t
make the top spot it was the most downloaded track for a couple of weeks
with the proceeds of the record going to the charities Alzheimer’s Society and
Music For Dementia. The exercise did not set out to be a money raising venture
but has been most successful in this respect. Probably more importantly, it has
shown a way forward for people suffering from dementia. Music has the ability
to cross all sorts of borders and is proved to be a life saver for these poor
sufferers.
Many parishioners will remember Eira Rowley. She used to visit an old
man confined to a secure unit but probably suffering from nothing more than
dementia. He sat mute and immobile and did not respond to the more usual
methods of communication until Eira lit upon a brilliant idea; she tried singing
a hymn with him! Immediately he responded and started to join in with her
and before long he gave every appearance of being a cheerful normal person
once more. This set the tone for future visits.
There is a lovely footnote to the Paul Harvey story. Sometime after the
success of the record and the wonderful amount of money it raised, Paul was
given the opportunity of a lifetime. He was given the privilege of conducting
the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra playing his composition! What a joy. May we
all have the imagination to think of such a kindness and the Christian love to
carry it out.
Yours sincerely,

Eric Sparks

If you see someone without a smile, give them one of yours.
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The Way Ahead
A virus is an unusual entity; while it can exist in the form of an
independent particle, it cannot reproduce other than within a host organism
which it infects by forcing it to produce, rapidly, thousands of copies of itself.
There are millions of different viruses of more than 9,000 different virus
species. They can infect all types of living organism including vegetation, as
any gardener will tell you. Being hundreds of times smaller than bacteria,
they cannot be dealt with by the usual medications used on human beings
especially antibiotics. There is no point in administering penicillin to a
patient who has flu.
Smallpox was an infectious disease caused by a virus which resulted
in death in about 30% of cases and, in most cases, extensive scarring of the
skin. Inoculation for smallpox appears to have started in China around the
1500’s and Europe adopted this practice in the first half of the 18th
century. In 1796 Edward Jenner introduced the modern smallpox vaccine.
The World Health Organisation (WHO) instituted measures to eliminate the
disease, and these were so successful that Smallpox was declared to be
eradicated in 1980.
Influenza is another viral disease. There was a ‘flu pandemic in 1917
which is estimated to have been responsible for the deaths of 50–
100 million people. Since then, vaccines have been developed which have
been able to give greater control of the disease. While it can make a person
who contracts it feel very unwell, usually it causes death, via pneumonia
only in those who are already vulnerable. This group includes babies and
young children, the elderly and people who already have breathing
problems.
Which brings me, inevitably, to Covid-19 (COronaVIrusDisease 2019)
which is a variety of the corona virus. Thought to have originated in Wuhan
in China, the disease rapidly spread and became a pandemic which has
accounted for about 5 million deaths world-wide so far. Of course, medical
science has advanced in leaps and bounds since 1917, otherwise the death
toll would be much higher. Several vaccines were developed in an
astonishingly rapid time, the two main ones in Britain being the Astra-Zenica
or Oxford and the Pfizer and the outbreak seems to be being brought under
control.
So, what is the way ahead? Let us be clear, Covid-19 is here to stay
in the same way as the flu virus which is repeatedly mutating into different
strains and requiring a different vaccine each year. Unless and until the
WHO launches an offensive similar to the Smallpox one, we are stuck with
it, so we will have to persevere with all sensible precautions short of
lockdown and pray for success.
EPS
A good upbringing does not mean that you won’t spill food on the
tablecloth but that you won’t notice when somebody else does
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Father Edwin’s Page
Dear Friends,
I’m always interested in the questions that visitors ask when they visit
our churches. The question I get asked most often is “How old is the church?”
which, in the case of most of our churches is almost impossible to answer. The
only church where I can give a truly accurate answer is All Saints Church in
Southerndown, when I can honestly say that the church is 53 years old!
However, even that answer is complicated by the fact that a much older
building served as a church on the same site for generations, before the current
building was built and dedicated in 1968. As for the rest of our churches, whose
history disappears into the mists of time, we can only make the roughest of
guesses about dates and times.
I’m sure the pandemic has made many of us pause for a moment and
look hard at our lives. Some people have had to deal with serious illness
brought on by Coronavirus, while I have seen too many local families brokenhearted at the loss of loved ones to this devastating virus. Yet I’m also seeing
a difference in the visitors coming to our churches, who are less likely to ask
about dates and heritage, and much more likely to ask about where they can
go for some quiet space to pray, pause, or light a votive candle. In short, the
pandemic has made us all stop, take stock, and reflect on what’s really
important in life. I don’t think for a minute that people will suddenly start
flocking to church services, but I sense that many are searching for sacred
places to help them reflect on the big questions of life, to equip them with
language and experience that can express the feelings of the heart and the soul.
The beginning of November is marked by All Saints Day, followed a week
later by the celebration of the Saints of Wales, when we’re invited to reflect on
the heroes of Christian faith, and how their lives and legacy still speak to us,
perhaps many centuries later. I can’t help remembering some words of Oscar
Wilde who once said, ‘Every saint has a past and every sinner has a future’,
which gets to the heart of the matter: Christian faith is no magic solution to the
stresses, strains, uncertainties and sorrows of human life. People of faith
experience the highs and lows of life, with its joys and pleasures as well as its
disappointments and difficulties, as their minds and hearts are opened to every
possibility and opportunity that human life can offer. If we imagine the saints
to be models of perfection, then we misunderstand the nature of faith and of
human life.
The saints were real people whose lives were marked by selflessness,
and an openness to allow the love of God to work in their lives, yet all too often,
we confine them in statues and stained glass, that offer such a limited view and
narrow perspective on the fullness of human personality. God’s love is limitless
and God’s invitation into the mystery of that love is open to all. God help us if
My mission in life is not merely to survive but thrive.
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we try to live our lives within the limitations of our understanding and our
human experience. Christian faith dares us to do what the saints have done for
centuries: to see God in action in this world and far beyond, and to make God’s
love known in our own lives each day.
With every blessing, Edwin

Partnership with Samaritans
World Mental Health Day on 10th October marked the beginning of an
exciting partnership between the Heritage Coast Churches and our local
Samaritans branch in Bridgend. Samaritans is an organization well known for its
work to support people who are in anguish, and the Bridgend branch is very
active with a 24-hour phoneline staffed by an extensive team of volunteers.
Our partnership means that information about the work of Samaritans
and the tremendous support that they provide, will be available in our churches.
We have already started running sessions to support mental health and
wellness, and this has been backed up by the presence of the Samaritans
information bus visiting some of the pubs in our parish.
If you, or someone you know or love is in mental anguish and really
struggling at the moment, Samaritans are there to listen and support.
Their free number is 116 123

Open Mic Nights
After all the challenges of the pandemic, it has been wonderful to see
live music events start to return, and St Illtud’s Open Mic Night has been back
in business with a live audience since September. Open Mic Nights have to
operate with a maximum number attending, or it would get just too crowded,
so you can book a place via Eventbrite and details are available at St Illtud’s
Church or through St Illtud’s Facebook page.
There are 2 Open Mic Nights coming up, on Friday 19 th November,
followed by a Christmas Special on Friday 10th December. See you there!

Weekly email of Parish services and events
An email is sent out each week, giving details of services and events
(both in church and online) taking place across the 12 churches of the
Glamorgan Heritage Coast Parish. If you do not currently receive this email
(usually sent out each Wednesday) and you would like to, please let us know at
the Parish Office: you can call on 01446 792439 or email office@ghcp.church .
EC
Originality is the fine art of remembering what you hear but forgetting
where you heard it.
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All Things New

Notes from the January, February and March Parish Magazines for 1973
The first thing readers would have noticed
about the January 1973 Magazine was the
brand new attractive cover designed and
drawn by the Curate, the Revd. Brian Bessant.
The Vicar, the Revd. Dillwyn Llewellyn Jones,
thanked him for the talents in this direction
he laid so readily at the hands of the Church.
He explained that it represents the “Calvary” in the Churchyard. Indeed,
St. Illtyd’s and St. Donat’s each has its “Calvary”, and the design could be taken
to represent both parishes. Churchyard “Calvarys” until the time of the Puritans,
were a feature of our Vale churches, as the surviving bases show, but we are
fortunate in having both ours intact, that of St. Donat’s being an all too rare
original of the 15thcentury, and that of Llantwit Major being an excellent
restoration.
As the Vicar looks ahead, he refers to our entry into the Common
Market, or Economic Community at long last after various attempts. What
effect it will have on our lives and our thinking no-one yet knows. I notice that
the churches are resolved that the new Community will be something more than
a Common Market. They have much to offer in seeing what can be done to
span the gap between individuals, groups and interests in our various countries.
His great hope for the unity of our churches is seen in the way he writes
about the retirement of the minister of Bethel Baptist Church on Sunday, 28th
January, asking our members to join with Bethel members at their church that
evening, and changing Evensong to a said service at 4 p.m.: The Rev. Gwilym
Davies has endeared himself to the people of the town as a real pastor, who
has courageously carried on after his severe illness, and we shall miss him and
Mrs. Davies very much.
It was left to the Welsh Churchman inset to draw attention to the effect
on churches and charities changes in income tax and the introduction of V.A.T.
would have from 1st April. One letter estimated this to be a loss of 32 per cent.
Looking back over some of the happenings of the previous year, he
made brief reference to world events: The old year ends with a shattering
earthquake in Central America and terrible bombing in the Far East; they
remind us that we are not masters of our environment nor masters of ourselves.
The first was in Nicaragua, where 10,000 died, and the second was In Vietnam,
with the American attempts to hold back the Viet Com before finally deciding
to pull out at the Paris peace conference on the 27th January.
In the leading article in the February Magazine the Vicar used one and
a half of the four local news pages to air his views on the relationship between
Do not judge and you will never be mistaken.
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baptism and confirmation, saying: it is not really possible to separate what
happens at baptism from what happens at confirmation…13 to 14 is the worst
possible age for confirmation, too early for mature commitment, too unsettled
a time for forming habits of regular communion. This was in response to a report
by the Church in Wales Doctrinal Commission, which virtually dismissed
confirmation, to be studied by all parishes before going to the Governing Body.
In 1974 the Governing Body rejected the report, but the Vicar had still
made a point by dispensing with veils for girls at the next confirmation. Writing
in the June Magazine, he added: Maybe some lovers of old customs will regret
this, but they have become meaningless and fussy, and while they may add to
the outward look of the ceremony, they have become a hindrance to its real
meaning and the girls are not sorry.
For the March Magazine the Vicar’s leading article, entitled
‘Permissiveness or Freedom’, was on what he called the new morality of ‘Do as
you please’. He argued that Christians and the Church should be questioning
this: remembering always that morality does not concern only sex and violence,
but justice and fairness, the use or misuse of power by individuals or groups, the
exploitation of others for purposes of money-making, or by downright
oppression of one race by another. The Christian response should by love,
meaning a true and genuine concern for the other’s good and restraint in
ourselves.
Seventy for the seventies
This was the project initiated by Mother Renate of St. Teilo’s Priory,
based on Jesus sending out seventy disciples into all towns and villages. 70
young people from Llandaff and Monmouth Dioceses were meeting in groups
of seven for seven months to discover how they saw their Christian faith in
action. Our Curate, the Revd. Brian Bessant was in charge of the group in this
Deanery.
Unfortunately, there is very little about this project in future issues of
the Magazine, which could be explained by the fact that Brian was appointed to
another parish during this time, and the Vicar, with diminishing eyesight, was
left on his own. Perhaps anyone who remembers could refresh our memories.
A sad loss
Writing in the February issue about the difficult of maintaining a church
choir, the Vicar spoke about the loss through death of two of the most faithful
and regular members within a few months of each other, Illtyd Jones after a
prolonged illness and Arthur Pritchard, whose death was sudden and totally
unexpected… Both families wish to provide some memorial which would be
appropriate to be used at the Holy Eucharist, the service from which Illtyd Jones
and Arthur Pritchard were absent only when their work necessitated it. For Illtyd
it was to be vestments, but for Arthur it was the gift of the arms of the Bishopric
of Llandaff (now behind the Bishop’s Chair in the sanctuary).
You don’t get a life you make one.
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St. Donat’s notes
After commenting about the proper use of the porch in the January issue,
a place where parishioners meet and talk, (N.B. no talking in church in those
days!) he went on, in the February issue, to report the special thanks given to
three members.
After eight years of active service as Treasurer of the Friends of The
Church in Wales School at Wick, Mrs. Xanty Thomas, with Miss Winnie Davies,
were each presented with a Parker Pen at a recent function held at the school on
the occasion of their resignation. He added how the capital debt of £2000 on
the building had been cleared during their term of office as well as much help
through the provision of funds. Later that month, Correspondent Manager Mrs.
Watts would be presented with a set of books on the History of the Vale by the
Managers as a token of their gratitude.
In the March Magazine they were expecting the first visit of the Bishop
at 8 a.m. on St. David’s Day, while afterwards he would breakfast with the
students and visit the staff at the college. There is no further report on this,
but I am sure it went well.
David G. Brunning

Baptisms

From the Registers

26 Sept. Jesse Thomas Brian Boffy
03 Oct. Thea Isabelle Schubert
03 Oct. Luna Angharad Griffiths
03 Oct. Oliver Marrison
17 Oct. Otis Isaac Howells
17 Oct. Oakley Craig Howells

Marriages

09 Oct. Frederick Watson-James & Amy Louise James
09 Oct. Nicholas John Williams & Victoria Alice Marina Ryan
15 Oct. Ian Robert Brooks & Nerys Mair Hughes

Burials

28 Sept. William Ivor Miles aged 83 years, Llantwit Major
12 Oct. Howard Braithwaite aged 74 years, Llantwit Major
14 Oct. Robert John Nicholas aged 61 years, Llantwit Major
18 Oct. Beryl Ruth Vaughan aged 73 years, Llantwit Major
20 Oct. Donald Edward Sheehan aged 84 years, Llantwit Major

Flowers
If anyone would like a flower arrangement in memory of a loved one, or
birthday etc. could they see me, Carole Henderson. (01446 750418). This would
enable me to arrange flowers in church on a regular basis for everyone to enjoy.
Saying nothing sometimes says the most.
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Bringing fabric to Wick in the beautiful Vale
Fabric room – fabric in stock from major design houses across the world
Sewing room – for one to one lessons and workshops
Long arm quilter – to hire or we can do the quilting for you.
Also in stock - threads, wadding, bosal, patterns and interfacing.

If you like sewing and quilting, you will love
Juberry Fabrics
29 St James’ Road
Wick
Cowbridge
01656 330730
www.juberry.co.uk
Julie.betts@juberry.co.uk

Humour
A daughter was having her mother’s phone disconnected, but the
customer-service rep told her that since the account was in her dad’s name,
he’d have to be the one to put in the request. The fact that he’d been dead
for 40 years didn’t sway her. Then a solution hit her: “If I stop paying the
bill, you can turn off the service, right?” “Well, yes,” she said reluctantly.
“But that would ruin his credit.
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
A motorist was unknowingly caught in an automated speed trap that
measured his speed using radar and photographed his car. He later received
in the mail a ticket for £40 and a photo of his car. Instead of payment, he
sent
the
police
department
a
photograph
of
£40.
Several days later, he received a letter from the police that contained
another picture, this time of handcuffs. He immediately mailed in his £40.
A six-year-old came home from school and said to her grandmother,
"Hello Nana, guess what? We learned how to make babies today." The
grandmother, more than a little surprised, tried to stay calm. "That's
interesting." she said. "How do you make babies?" "It's simple," replied the
girl. "You just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'."
A woman answered the doorbell with a man standing on her porch.
The man said, "I'm terribly sorry. I just ran over your cat, and I would like to
replace it for you. "The woman replied, "Well that's alright with me, but
how good are you at catching mice?"
A little boy was visiting his grandfather and asked him how old he
was. The teasing reply, "I'm not sure", brought the scornful response, "Look
in your underwear, Grandpa, mine says I'm 4 to 6."

Now that the
lockdown is over, I
can go out again.

We’ve just finished
the last of those toilet
rolls we stockpiled.

No, I don’t want to
come to bingo.

The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new lands but in
seeing with new eyes.
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Puzzle Page

Crossword No 109
1

2

3

4

5

8

6

7

9

10

11

12

15

19

21

13

16

17

14

18

20

22

Across
1
Pedestrian
5
Drink
8
Legal
9
Retreat
10 Powder
11 Apple …..
12 Deprive
15 Mystifying
18 Clock …..
19 Cry
20 Traffic jam
21 Despot
22 Prime

Down
2
Smell
3
Patella
4
Rice dish
5
Bring upon
6
Instrument
7
Assail
12 Balanced
13 Rascally
14 Terribly
16 Animal
17 Casting
18 Drink

Answers
Across: 1 Walker, 5 Imbibe, 8 Forensic, 9 Nest, 10 Talc, 11 Turnover,
12 Expropriate, 15 Puzzling, 18 Face, 19 Blub, 20 Gridlock, 21 Tyrant,
22 Heyday.
Down: 2 Aroma, 3 Kneecap, 4 Risotto, 5 Incur, 6 Banjo, 7 Besiege,
12 Equally, 13 Roguish, 14 Awfully, 16 Zebra, 17 Ingot, Cocoa.

Mini Quiz
1. Which isolated shoal in the North Sea is also
a ‘shipping area’?
2. Which sport is depicted in the 1972 painting
‘At the Crease by Ken Danby?
3. The Eric Morecambe Hall is in which county?
4. Which UK supermarket chain bought the
‘Nectar. Reward Card scheme in 2018?
5. Which company built the DC6 airliner?

Children’s Word Ladder
Go from one word to the
next by changing only one
letter. The first three words
are there to help you.

BEAR
BOAR
BOAT

Answers
BROW

ANIMAL
ANIMAL
VESSEL
GARMENT
BIRD
FOOL
BLEMISH
A HIT
GLEAM
ENLARGE
FOREHEAD
BIRD

1 Dogger Bank, 2 Ice Hockey, 3 Hertfordshire, 4
Sainsbury’s, 5 Douglas.

Bear, Boar, Boat, Coat, Coot, Clot,
Blot, Blow, Glow, Grow, Brow,

A balanced diet is a chocolate biscuit in one hand and a doughnut in the other.
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First Visit to St. Illtud’s Church
After six years at Christ College Brecon, in 1963 I went to Welbeck
College with a view to a military career. At Welbeck I joined ‘The Officers’
Christian Union’, since renamed. I began a more deliberate journey of faith.
For family reasons, my career path changed, and I did not go on to Sandhurst
but joined my mother who had moved to New York. Seeking something
familiar, I began attending a nearby Episcopal Church, the American
expression of Anglicanism. I befriended the Curate and realized that clergy
were ordinary people. While studying politics at New York University I wrote
an essay on Christian Socialism which introduced me to a wider theology.
Something started to draw me to the ministry. But now let me fast forward
a few years, past graduation, three years at General Seminary in New York,
a curacy at a city church and then as Vicar of two small congregations in the
beautiful Hudson Valley of New York.
Some of my Welbeck friends, now young officers, were attending the
marriage of one of their number at St. Illtud’s Church. I was in Wales visiting
my family and was invited to attend. It was the full military wedding with an
arch of swords at the end and a reception at Tresilian House. My career in
the church moved on, I married, and my wife and I had three children. We
stayed in touch with my Welsh family, visiting as often as possible in
Pembrokeshire and the Vale. My cousin, Peta, and her husband, David, had
two children and the family ties have been sustained. We visited them often
when they lived in Marcross and she was sub-Warden of Holy Trinity Church.
Her daughter Harriet was married there, and Archbishop Morgan permitted
me to officiate with John Webber acting as the registrar. Since Peta and
Dave moved to Llantwit, we have attended St. Illtud’s several times over
recent years.
Looking at the life of our two branches of the Church I suppose that
the Episcopal Church has gone through the same changes as the Welsh
Church, but we did much of it sooner. New prayer books, the ordination of
women, dealing with social changes and the inclusion of brothers and sisters
from different racial and gender-directed backgrounds. Some changes I
loved in the full flush of seminary education, others were difficult or
annoying. In more recent years I confess that new seminary graduates, with
new jargon, can cause me to ask: ‘where do they get all this stuff?’ I see how
I was when freshly minted. Changes or not, I found that the best training for
the ministry is the one you get on the job. Congregations I served tolerated
me, taught me, and sustained me. So did colleagues, friends, and my family.
Faith isn’t about theory but practice, and the best intended ‘ministry
development’ programs don’t teach so much as being with people in sorrow
and joy. I have found more grace beside the hospital beds of parishioners,
Wise men talk because they have something to say, fools because
they have to say something.
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from the maternity unit to intensive care than I believe I took in there myself.
At the font and at the graveside we grow into the mystery of life and of the
holiness which sustains it.
My experience in ministry had always been rooted in the parishes I
have served. But I have found it rich and varied all along. Curate, Vicar of two
small churches, Rector of three more and Regional Dean kept me busy.
Diocesan and churchwide tasks demanded and rewarded. By chance, I began
a twenty-year relationship with ministry to migrant farm workers across the
USA. That ended twenty years ago, so my Spanish is rusty now. As retirement
approached, I took a course to certify in interim ministry, a piece of ‘ministry
development’ I did find very useful and applicable! I served two congregations
as Interim Pastor for almost five years.
Most of this work was as ‘pastor’ which I was already quite good at. I
had to commit completely but temporarily! The ‘interim’ piece was different
and the structure helpful to keep me out of the people’s way as they made
their own way towards new realities, new tasks and a relationship with a new
priest, yet unknown, who wasn’t going to be me. This included helping folks
find a new hope and purpose as times and numbers changed. Perhaps this
shift was one in which the British Churches led the way, but the Episcopal
Church has certainly followed as we face, together, decline in numbers,
adjustments to new and sometimes painful facts and the ways we can work to
keep the flame of our tradition and the present community of faith alive and
speaking to a changing world.
It is at this point that I realize something about a visit to St. Illtud’s
Church. The stones of the building, and the older stones buried beneath, going
back to Illtud’s own day, have always spoken, or reflected the voices of those
who worshipped, sang and studied among them. People and stones have
spoken to many ages of human history. Some bright and hopeful, some
desperate and perilous and some indifferent. But God’s purpose is being
worked out and we are all God’s children, no matter whether we realize it or
not. To paraphrase Mother Teresa, our business is fidelity, success is God’s
business. And so, we continue our journey supporting one another on the
way, in the age in which we find ourselves, and doing what we can to proclaim,
by action as much as by word, the love of God in a world that needs as much
love as it can find.
The Rev. Christopher David
I met Christopher and his charming wife when they came to Eucharist
at St Illtud’s. We had a most interesting chat after the service, and this is his
great response to my request to write a piece for the magazine. Thank you,
Christopher.
Ed
Laugh and the world laughs with you; snore and you sleep alone.
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Did you watch Songs of Praise on Sunday 26th September, celebrating 60 years of the
programme? Did you see the excerpts from the Songs of Praise in the Millennium
Stadium (as it was called then)? Were you there?

The Story of the Millennium Songs of Praise
It was back in 1997 that I sat in the Church in Wales Offices with John
Winton, the Projects Officer, to make suggestions on how the Church in Wales could
celebrate the new millennium. We both said at the same time – what about a
Millennium Songs of Praise in the Millennium Stadium on Millennium Sunday? John
straightway rang the BBC Religious Programmes department, and they told us they
would get back to us.
We didn’t hear anything for months, but then we were invited to meet with
John Forrest, the producer, and Hugh Faupel, the editor, for lunch in what was then
the Traherne Arms, Culverhouse Cross, to discuss our suggestion. To our surprise
the BBC had booked the Millennium Stadium; now it was a case of putting a
programme together. We had a number of these meetings, being wined and dined
at the licence payers’ expense, and the shape of a Millennium Songs of Praise began
to emerge. It was to be more than the usual 35 minutes in length, it was to include
some very well-known performers, but it was also to involve people from the
churches and chapels of South Wales as much as possible.
Then our little group of four was expanded, to meet in Tabernacle Baptist
Chapel, The Hayes, Cardiff, where Songs of Praise was actually first broadcast on 1st
October 1961. This wider committee was chaired by the opera singer and
broadcaster Beverly Humphreys with the primary purpose of planning the local
involvement and arrangements. Beverly suggested having male voice choirs in one
of the stands and leading the singing; I immediately objected saying that as this was
a UK nationwide broadcast we should avoid the Welsh stereotype, saying there were
many little choirs up and down the country who never get to perform on the big
stage - such as Cantorion Illtud. “I don’t think we could organise that,” Beverly
replied. I said, “Well I will” – just happening to know the secretary of the Association
of South Wales Choirs. “I will give you three months to get a 1000 voices” was the
challenge.
I wrote to every church, chapel and amateur choir for which I could get
contact details, with a response form, and three months later was asked by Beverly
“Well, did you get your 1000 voices?” “No,” I replied, with a crestfallen face, “but I
have got 5000!” (This number was later confirmed by the BBC). From the BBC’s point
of view this changed the whole perspective. This was to be a ‘Choir of Choirs’; we
were to sit in the West Stand, and be Bryn Terfel and Cliff Richards’ backing groups,
as well as leading the hymn singing. My role was to be the liaison between the BBC
and the choirs. Chris Hazell had to rearrange his medley of Welsh hymn tunes,

When one door closes another door opens; but we look too long
upon the closed door and do not see the ones which open for us.
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originally for Bryn and male voice choirs; we sent this out to the choirs, along with
Cliff Richards’ Millennium Prayer, for them to practice. On the day, Sunday 3rd
January 2000, choirs, including Cantorion Illtud, assembled at 11.00a.m. for a
rehearsal. We knew it was going to be cold, so we wore thermals under our choir
uniform, and (at least ‘The Three Tenors’, David Jenking, Graham Watts and I) put
whisky in our thermos coffee. Bryn kicked us a drop goal; Cliff said we were the
best backing group he ever had.
Early afternoon and the stands were filling – 66,000 attending including at
least 150 from Llantwit Major and Princes Charles, William and Harry. It was a
tremendous Songs of Praise, with lots of ingredients, including in the end one male
voice choir singing a piece, solos from Bryn, Cliff and Danny O’Donnell and above
all the joyous congregational
singing which raised the roof
(although it was closed) of the
Stadium. Yes, it was cold (the
trumpeter from the Welsh Guards
couldn’t play his solo piece so
mimed to a recording) but the
atmosphere was more than warm
– it was electric. A memorable
occasion for all who can now say “I
was there”.
Philip Morris

Human greatness does not lie in wealth or power but in character and
goodness.
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Women’s institute

We have had a Women’s Institute in Boverton since 1949, but in March
2020, when we attended our usual monthly meeting, who would have believed
that we wouldn’t meet again until September 2021. That is what the pandemic
has done to a group of lively mature ladies who love their institute and the
standards it stands for.
That evening, we welcomed two members of the Welsh Blood Bikes, a
group of biker enthusiasts who as a hobby set up a service to ferry blood between
hospitals which is a voluntary 24-hour service which has grown to become an
essential part of the NHS. They are unsung heroes who now also ferry important
documents and supplies, including urgent breast milk between prem baby units.
What could we arrange to restart after eighteen months to match that!
Well, we managed it with a wonderful group of local craft ladies who stepped up
as soon as the call went out for scrubs – the washable outfits medical staff have
to wear to do their jobs. This led to many more items that the service needed
urgently. We were so proud as a group to start our new season as WI members
with two ladies from Llanmaes Craft Group. Over the eighteen months, they
have raised over £16,000 for NHS charities making and selling essential items
primarily masks. The communities in our area gave willingly and have looked
after each other, volunteering, collecting shopping, prescriptions, and making
sure neighbours were safe and well.
For some it has been a time of suffering and regret, but I think I can speak
for our members and say although it has been hard, and it is not over yet, we can
look forward to meeting more inspiring people and hearing how life goes on in
our area with no fanfares but quiet dignity and strength. Thank you to everyone
and keep up the good work.

Seasons

This is a group of people who meet for mutual support and friendship
every Thursday from 2 to 3pm in St Illtud’s Church, Llantwit Major. There is no
agenda except cake and a cup of tea and a chance to chat and share our stories
or just sit and listen to others. We started meeting BP (before the pandemic)
and had to stop for over a year until the weather tempted us to try again and
meet outdoors in the Western end of the churchyard. Each Thursday dawned
fine and dry and for over a month we were a weekly fixture attracting questions
from passers-by.as we sat on benches and picnic chairs. However, finally the
weather changed, and we reluctantly moved back into the church.
Now that’s where you will find us each week, a small group with cake as
the main feature and friendship on offer. You would be most welcome to join us.
Tyann Leonard
To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:
Ecclesiastes 3 v 1

A wise man can learn more from a foolish question than a fool can
learn from a wise one.
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Mothers’ Union
This year, the 16 days of Activism against Gender Based Violence begins
on November 25th. On Saturday the 27th of November we will join others, all
around the world, in the MU Global Day. We will gather at St Illtud’s at 1.00pm,
for a three-minute silence at 1.03pm, linking to the 1 in 3 theme. We welcome
all, not just MU members, who would like to support this cause, combining the
voices of our four million members around the world, calling for action on an
international scale and in the countries where we live.
Our Global Day is Mothers' Union's response to the call for 16 Days of
Activism against Gender-Based Violence. Global Day is centred around the
disturbing figure that “1 in 3 women worldwide have experienced domestic or
sexual abuse” and that Mothers’ Union as a leading women’s organisation
believe this to be unacceptable. Research has shown that cases of domestic
violence have increased during lockdown and the pandemic and so there is
more need than ever to join together and say, “No more 1 in 3”.
Sue Beetlestone

Lateral Thinking
1 What is the next letter in this sequence?
W. I. T. N. L I. T ?
2 An average chicken weighs about 2½ lb and
a peacock weighs about 7½lb. A chicken’s
egg weighs about 2¼ oz. How much do you
think a peacock’s egg weighs?
3 One and only one of the following
statements is true so how many sisters have
I got?
(a) “I have 10 or more sisters.”
(b) “I have less than 10 sisters.”
(c) “I have at least 1 sister’”
4 It is possible to tie a knot in a piece of string
without any help and without letting go of
either end. Explain how this can be done.
1 ‘S’ What Is The Next Letter In This Sequence.
2 Peacock is male, does not lay eggs!
3 Zero. (a) and (c) can be true at the same time. (b) can be true on its own if
I. have no sisters.
4 first, cross your arms, then pick up one end with one hand and the other
end with the other hand. Then unfold your arms.

Never attribute to malice that which can be adequately explained by
stupidity
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Saint of the Month
rd

3 November: Martyrs and Confessors of our Time
Exciting Holiness, the book which provides the
readings and a short biography for every saint
celebrated in the Anglican Church in the United
Kingdom, has more saints listed for November
than for any other month in the year. This
month we celebrate some of our Celtic saints –
Illtud (6th) of course, Cybi (5th), Tysilio (12th),
Dyfrig (14th), and Paulinus (21st). There are those who were significant in the
Christian history of the other home nations such as Hilda of Whitby (19th), Margaret
of Scotland (16th) and Laurence O’Toole of Ireland (14th). This month we have hymn
writers, Isaac Watts (25th), teachers of the Faith, Richard Hooker (3rd), Charles Simeon
(13th) and William Temple (6th), and mystics, Margery Kempe (9th). There are also the
saints from other lands and times, such as Cecilia (22nd) the patron saint of music,
Elizabeth of Hungary (18th) and Catherine of Alexandria (25th).
November is also the month when we celebrate All Saints (1 st) and Saints of Wales
(8th). However, because we tend to think of saints as belonging to a bygone age, the
Church in Wales has slipped in another commemoration for November – Martyrs and
Confessors of our Time. Within living memory there are Christians all over the world
who have been victims of persecution as the result of religious prejudice, dictatorial
rule, and fanaticism. There are Christians who have been killed for their witness
against oppression and injustice. It is estimated that 10,000 Christians are martyred
every year because of their faith and their actions which arise out of that faith.
To remind us of this, above the Great West Door of Westminster Abbey are ten
statues of Christians who gave up their lives because of their beliefs. They are of
Grand Duchess Elizabeth of Russia, Manche Masemola of South Africa, Maximilian
Kolbe of Poland, Lucian Tapiedi of Papua New Guinea, Dietrich Bonhoeffer of
Germany, Esther John of Pakistan, Martin Luther King Jr of USA, Wang Zhiming of
China, Archbishop Janani Luwum of Uganda, and Archbishop Oscar Romero of El
Salvador. These ten are representatives of the way so many Christians have shown
in their lives and death the power of the love of Christ as they witness to the good
news of his Gospel.
Philip Morris

Recipe Book
A reminder that St Illtud’s Church, has a fundraising project to create a
recipe book. When ready, it will be sold to raise funds for St Illtud’s Church,
so please send your recipe to elizabeththomas62@icloud.com, or to the parish
office. Thankyou.
Elizabeth Thomas
The moment is very awkward when you can’t understand what
somebody is saying after they have repeated it five times.
18

Benefice Directory
Parish Clergy
Rev'd Canon Edwin Counsell
The Rectory, High Street
Llantwit Major, CF61 1SS
edwin.counsell@ghcp.church

01446-794503

Fr Craig Vaughan
The Vicarage, Trepit Road
Wick, CF71 7QL
fr.craig@ghcp.church

01656-890468

Rev’d Emma Street
The Vicarage, Southerndown Road,
St Brides Major
Bridgend, CF32 0SD
streetmorgan@hotmail.com

01656-880506

Readers

Keith Brown
keith.brown@llantilltud.org.uk
Penny Snowden
pennysnowden@gmail.com
Hazel Norfolk
norfolk.1@hotmail.com
Sue Moll
sue.moll@llanilltud.org.uk
Bill Henderson
bill.henderson@llanilltud.org.uk

01446-793804

Alison Weston
St Illtud’s Church, Church Street,
Llantwit Major. CF61 1SB.
office@ghcp.church
http://www.llanilltud.org.uk/
Mrs Ceri Thomas
Wick & Marcross Church in Wales
Primary School
Church Street, Wick, CF71 7QE

01446-792439

School

Mr Duncan Mottram
St Brides Major, Church in Wales Primary
Heol yr Ysgol
St Brides Major, Bridgend, CF32 0TB

01656 880477

Magazine
Editor

Eric Sparks,
01446-795443
Bronelwyn, Castle St
Llantwit Major, CF61 1AP
ericpetersparks1932@gmail.com
Contributions to be received by 22nd of the month.

Parish Office
9am -2.30pm
Mon – Fri
Website
School

01446-775402
01656 880532
01446-719445
01446-750418

01656 890253

If you want a happy ending, that depends, of course, on where you are
and your story.
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Services
November
2021
Final
St Illtud
8.00am
Wick
8.15am
St Tathan
9.00am

Sunday
7th

Sunday
14th

Sunday
21st

Sunday
28th

Eucharist

Eucharist

Eucharist

Eucharist

Online

Online

Online

Online

Morning Prayer

Remembrance
Service @ 10am

Eucharist

Morning Prayer

St Illtud
9.30am

Online & in
person

Online & in person

Online & in
person

3.00pm turn on
Christmas lights
5.00pm
Christingle
Online & in
person

Ewenny
9.30am

Morning Prayer

Remembrance
Service

Eucharist

Eucharist

Gileston
9.30am
Llanmihangel
9.30am
Llanmaes
11.00am

Eucharist

Morning Prayer

Eucharist

Morning Prayer

St Brides
11.00am

Eucharist

Remembrance
Service

Eucharist

Eucharist

Wick
11.00am

Eucharist

Remembrance
Service

Morning Prayer

Eucharist

St Donat
11.15am

Student
Welcome

Remembrance
Service

Fellowship

Marcross

Friday 5th
9.30am
Friday
Fellowship

Remembrance
Service

Morning Prayer

Wick
8.30am

Thurs 4th
Morning Prayer
on Zoom

Thurs 11th
Morning Prayer on
Zoom

Friday 19th
9.30am
Friday Fellowship
Thurs 18th
Morning Prayer
on Zoom

St Illtud
10am

Wed 3rd
Morning Prayer

Wed 10th
Eucharist

Wed 17th
Eucharist

Wed 24th
Eucharist

Fri 12th
Eucharist & soup
lunch

Fri 19th
Eucharist & soup
lunch

Fri 26th
Eucharist & soup
lunch

Monknash

St Illtud
12.15pm

Thurs 25th
Morning Prayer
on Zoom

St Tathan
11am

Wed 3rd
Eucharist

Wed 10th
Eucharist

Wed 17th
Eucharist

Wed 24th
Eucharist

Southerndown
3pm

Wed 6th
Evening Prayer

Wed 13th
Eucharist

Wed 20th
Evening Prayer

Wed 27th
Eucharist

25% off first appointment

THE FOOT CLINIC
Commercial Street,
Llantwit Major
Vale of Glamorgan
CF61 1RB
Tel: 01446 793040

Channing Electrical
Specialists in all aspects of
electrical and security installations

Llantwit Major Bowls Club

Call Joel: 07854262736

Come and sample the game. Pleasant
surroundings, fresh air and good
exercise. By the Rugby Club.

Email:
channingelectrical@gmail.com

Come and join in the indoor short-mat
sessions Mon, Tue, Wed & Thurs.
afternoons
See our Website – www.lmbc.wales

Tel: 01446 795166

FANCY A BREAK BY THE SEA?
In Southerndown
Self-contained bungalow sleeps 6, 2 double 1 twin
Lovely sea views. Close to M4
Also Bed and Breakfast available
Ring 01656-880532 Email: norfolk.1@hotmail.com
Write: R&H Norfolk, Little West Bungalows, Southerndown CF32 0PY
www.littlewestbungalows.co.uk

Flowers for all Occasions

The Flower Shop
Sarah Thomas
2, Barons Close
East Street
Llantwit Major

Telephone
01446 792264

Wick – Monknash
Village Hall
For hire at reasonable rates.
Children’s Events
Meetings, Parties, etc
Contact: Mary Williams MBE
Wick Shop 01656 - 890544

Wick Shop 01656 - 890544

National
Association
Of Funeral
Directors

W James & Sons
Funeral Directors
Fonmon
Tel 01446 710 096
Serving Barry and the Vale of
Glamorgan
ESTABLISHED 1860
Personal attention at all times from
a family run business
24 Hour Service – Private Chapel of Rest

Prepaid Funeral Plans
(Written Details on Request)
www.wjamesandsons.co.uk

