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Parish Magazine 
 
The Rectorial Benefice of the Glamorgan 
Heritage Coast comprises the Parishes of:   
St Bridget’s, St Brides; St Michael and  
All Angels, Ewenny; St Giles, Gileston;    
St Cattwg’s Llanmaes;   St Michael and All Angels, 
Llanmihangel; St Illtud’s, Llantwit Major;  
Holy Trinity, Marcross,   St Mary’s,  Monknash; 
   St Donat’s,  St Donats; St Tathan, St Athan;  
All Saints, Southerndown; St James, Wick.   
 

This magazine serves them all.  
Contributions to be in by 22nd of the month please. 
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You must be the change you wish to see in the world. 
1 

Please don’t forget to pass on this edition of the magazine 
to people who would otherwise not receive it. ``   

This Month’s Cover 
 
Jesus was executed by crucifixion on what we call Good Friday.  The 

condemned was fastened to the crossbeam of a cross and left to die from 
exposure and exhaustion.  It often took several days.  This method was used 
by the Romans as a very public, slow, gruesome, painful and humiliating 
way of putting condemned criminals to death.  It was intended to persuade 
those who saw it, not to perpetrate similar crimes.  The condemned was 
forced to carry the crossbeam to the place of execution.  A whole cross 
would weigh well over 300 lb, but the crossbeam would not be as heavy,  
still weighing around 100 lb.  This burden came after the condemned had 
been scourged, that is, lashed with an implement resembling a cat-o-nine-
tails but with heavy pieces of metal attached to the ends of the lines.  Jesus 
endured all this to atone for our sins and by so doing, offer redemption to 
us all.  This is why the cross is the symbol of Christianity. 



 
  

From the Editor 
Dear Friends, 
 

I have written before about the changes that we have had to make 
because of the lockdown. While many of us will be keen to get back to what 
we laughingly call normal, others will have found that they like the changes 
that they  have had to make.  Some will have found the streamed services 
to be very much to their liking and they may well continue to “attend” in 
that way.  

Another habit change is in shopping online. This is so convenient 
that that I am sure  many of those who have had to resort to this method 
of shopping will continue to use the facility in the future. It has a greater 
convenience in that it is much easier to find what you're looking for.  It 
seems to me that the only significant drawback to this system is of 
disposing of all the cardboard packaging.  

Food shopping is different as well.  Those who have had to self-
isolate will have got into the habit of having our food delivered from one of 
the various supermarkets who provide this facility. Alternatively, they may 
have been using “click and collect "which has the merit of not requiring you 
to wander round the shop picking out the items yourself; somebody else 
very kindly does it for you, and you just pick it up. Wonderful!  

 
Something else that has changed, is the number of people who go 

out of their way to raise money for charity. There have been some truly 
notable examples of this, thinking particularly of Captain Tom who raised 
an astonishing £35 million plus. There have, of course, been others and I 
will mention a couple who are worthy of admiration.  

   
Mark Ormrod is a 37 year-old ex-Royal Marine who stepped on a 

mine in Afghanistan.  The explosion took off both his legs above the knee 
and his right arm.  He was told that he would never walk again.  Not only is 
he now walking, he is running!  He set himself the task of completing a 5 
km run and in doing so has raised over £150,000. 

 
Zac and Harley Harvey were in a caravan fire in Tregaron, 

Ceredigion, in January 2020.  Zac died but Harvey has recovered from his 
extensive burns despite not being expected to survive.  He is now nearly 5 
years old and has set himself the task of climbing Everest by going up and 
down the staircase at home an equivalent number of times. All this as a 
‘thank you’ to the hospital. 

 
I am sure that we all hope that this trend of thanking and money 

raising will continue - both are truly Christian attributes. 
 

Yours sincerely,  Eric Sparks 

If you see someone without a smile, give them one of yours. 
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My brain is like the Bermuda Triangle; information goes in never to be 
seen again. 
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 The Different Page 
 
 All publications have their regular features which readers zoom in on 
with great relish.  This magazine is no exception.  We have an editorial, a 
puzzle page, information and news and articles on various subjects from 
lives of the Saints to Astronomy and Bell Ringing.  We hope that readers 
always find something of interest even if it is only the aphorisms at the 
bottom of the page.  One feature we do not have, however, that is until this 
edition. is a Sports Section.  So just to rectify that omission, but only this 
once, here you are. 
  

It is well known that the Welsh are second only to the New Zealand 
All Blacks in their regard for the game of Rugby Union.  In New Zealand it is 
regarded as a second religion and the situation is only a little less passionate 
in Wales.  For those of you who do not follow the game, the ‘6 Nations 
Championship’ is played each February/March between the 4 UK countries 
plus France and Italy. 2020 was a bad year for the Welsh team, but they 
exceeded all expectations when they won the first four games in the 2021 
competition.  On Saturday 20th March, they played France and all the 
afficionados were hoping, wishing and praying that they would win and 
achieve the coveted ‘Grand Slam’ of 5 wins.  Unfortunately, this did not 
happen.  Wales were in the lead in the very last minute of the game, but 
France scored a try to deny them this achievement. 

 
 But the story does not end there.  The game between France and 
Scotland had been postponed because of Covid difficulties and was played 
on Friday 26th March.  If France could win by more than 20 points and with 
a bonus point for 4 tries, they would win the Championship, if not, Wales 
would take the title.  This would still be a great achievement and would go 
a long way towards making up for the disappointment of the previous 
weekend.   
 
 The outcome was the hoped for one.  Scotland took the attack to the 
French, who never got into their stride, and scored the winning try in the 
very last minute of the game.  Wales are the unexpected champions and just 
to add to the nation’s pleasure, England had a poor season!   
 
  
 
 Taking pity on those readers who are of English extraction, we are 
proposing to start an ‘Agony Aunt’ page. 

ES 



 
  

Father Edwin’s Page 
Dear Friends  

Lots of people keep asking me when our churches will get ‘back to 
normal?  My standard answer is to tell them that, unfortunately, the crystal ball 
that I ordered from a well-known online retailer got broken in the post, although 
I’ve sent off for another one.  Once it is delivered, of course, I will know exactly 
what will happen in our churches and elsewhere in the coming months!  

I wish life was as easy as that; if only we could gaze into a crystal ball, 
see the clouds start to part and know exactly what lies ahead for us all.  It is 
encouraging to see the roll-out of the vaccination programme and to see that 
Covid infection rates are much lower than they were a few months ago, when 
many families in our local communities faced the trauma of illness and the 
tragedy of bereavement.  Many of those same people still live with the impact 
of that time and for some, their lives will never be the same.  

We’re making our preparations to celebrate Holy Week, which tells the 
story of the final week in the life of Jesus, culminating in the events of Good 
Friday and Easter Day.  For a second year, we will not be able to hold the usual 
church services that mark these events, although we will have at least some of 
our churches open.  Thinking back to Easter 2020, our church doors were firmly 
closed, so a combination of services with small numbers in the congregations, 
alongside services online will allow the joyous news of Easter to touch many 
people’s lives.  

Yet the question remains of when we will be ‘back to normal’, and I 
wonder if our lives have been changed for ever by the Coronavirus pandemic?  
Even if we are allowed to travel further to visit family and friends, it looks as 
though we will still have to observe social distancing and mask wearing for the 
foreseeable future, and that will prevent us from using our church buildings in 
the way we have taken for granted for generations.  Yet the Christian 
celebration of Easter is not about certainty or doing things the way they have 
always been done; in reality, it is quite the opposite.  Easter tells of God’s loving 
purposes being worked out in dramatic and uncertain times, with Jesus 
executed on the Cross of Good Friday and laid in the tomb of a stranger in 
despair.  Even Jesus’ disciples and closest friends didn’t understand the 
resurrection and took days, or weeks or perhaps longer to realise that Jesus has 
risen from the dead on the first Easter Day.  

Just at the moment, we’re being asked to live with great uncertainty.  Yet 
I’m inspired by the disciples who were changed by the experience of Easter to 
see their lives and their work in a new way, that was lit by the bright light and 
hope of the resurrection.  If we expect our lives to return to ‘normal’ in an 
instant after the pandemic, we will certainly be disappointed, because we have 
all been changed by the events of the last year.  I’m certain that change will also 
apply to our faith and to our churches, as we start to rediscover what it means 
to gather in the name of Jesus Christ.  My hope and my prayer is that we will be  

 

Real knowledge is to know the extent of one’s ignorance. 
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open to every prompting of God’s Holy Spirit, that may inspire us to see our 
lives afresh, because in that we may come to see action of God in our lives.  

May you have a very happy and blessed Easter and may God who 
brought Jesus to new life on the first Easter day, bring you his blessing and the 
fullness of his love for whatever the weeks and month ahead may bring.  
With every blessing,  

Edwin 
Easter Services 

 
These are the ‘face-to-face’ church services across the GHCP on Good Friday 
and Easter Day. 
Please look out for other services and content on the websites and Facebook 
pages 
www.ghcp.church 
 
Good Friday 
10.00am Stations of the Cross  St James’ – Booking number 
01656 890297 
2.00-3.00pm Good Friday Liturgy  St Tathan – Booking number 
01446 751950 
2.00pm Good Friday Liturgy  St Bridget’s – Booking number 
01656 880547 or 01656 880077 
12-3.00pm Church open   St Illtud’s   
   
Holy Saturday 
8pm  Easter Vigil - online  St Illtud’s  
https://www.facebook.com/stilltudschurch/ 
 
Easter Day 
8.00am Easter Sunday Worship St Illtud’s – Booking number 
01446 792439 
9.30am Easter Sunday Worship St Illtud’s online 
https://www.facebook.com/stilltudschurch/ 
9.30am Easter Sunday Worship Ewenny Priory – Booking number 
01656 663878 
9.30am Easter Sunday Worship St Giles – Booking number 01446 
750416   
9.30am Easter Sunday Worship Llanmihangel – Booking number 
01446 773261 
10.00am  Easter Sunday Worship All Saints – Booking number 
01656 880532 
11.00am Easter Sunday Worship St James’ –  Booking number 
01656 890297 
 
 Take a rest; a field which has been rested gives a bountiful crop. 
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11.00am Easter Sunday Worship St Bridget’s – Booking number 
01656 880547 or 01656 880077 
11.00am Easter Sunday Worship St Cattwg’s – Booking number 
01446 793932 
11.00am Easter Sunday Worship St Tathan – Booking number 
01446 751950 
11.00am Easter Sunday Worship St Donats – Booking number 
01446 792797 
 
Easter 2 – Sunday 11th April 
There will be a single recorded service on this Sunday, which will be available 
on the various websites and social media platforms. 
 
We hope that our churches will start to open once again for services with 
congregations from the following Sunday (18th April), depending on Welsh 
Government and Church in Wales guidance. 
 
 



 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bringing fabric to Wick in the beautiful Vale 

 

Fabric room – fabric in stock from major design houses across the world 

Sewing room – for one to one lessons and workshops 

Long arm quilter – to hire or we can do the quilting for you. 

Also in stock - threads, wadding, bosal, patterns and interfacing. 

 

 

If you like sewing and quilting, you will love 

Juberry Fabrics 
 

29 St James’ Road 

Wick 

Cowbridge 

01656 330730 

www.juberry.co.uk  

Julie.betts@juberry.co.uk 

 

 



 
 

Pilgrims on Wheels 
 
Newcomers to Llantwit Major may not be aware that the year 2000 

had a double significance, the millennium and the 1500th anniversary of 
continuous Christian worship in this special place. It was celebrated with a 
series of events, starting with the Pendylus  Male Choir and culminating on 
St. Illtud's Day with the Archbishop of Wales, the Most Revd. Rowan 
Williams, reminding us that we are all disciples of our patron saint. 

 
One of the more memorable events was a coach excursion to the far 

west of Brittany, conducted by Keith Young, with the church choir, Cantorion 
Illtud and supporters. The plan was to visit the seven Illtud churches there, 
and to sing in them; a bonus was to be an invitation to take part in a service 
in St. PoI de Leon cathedral. The highlight of our journey was at Lanildut, in 
the far west, standing in the rain for an hour looking at seaweed being 
dredged (for its chemicals, not laverbread.  (Lanildut is the seaweed capital 
of France.), then a marvellous welcome and combined concert in the village 
hall. 

We stayed in Roscoff, and were delighted to be joined by Enid and 
Phil Bennion, fresh from their bicycles, having cycled all the way from home 
to join us on our journeys around Finistere. This was no surprise to us. What 
is difficult when you have cycled across the Auvergne in Central France, 
including the stretch that was cut out of the Tour de France as being too 
difficult? Or a meander down the Loire valley? And how many cyclists have 
linked the two St. James churches twice, more recently leaving the one at 
Wick, with a blessing by Revd. Lloyd Jones and heading for the one at 
Santiago de Compostela. 

 
A few years ago, Enid suffered a stroke, but this was not going to 

keep them off the road, and cycling played an important part in her recovery 
programme, though now, to help with balance, on a tandem tricycle. During 
2020, particularly, the wonderful sunshine and clearer lockdown roads 
helped, and the mileage mounted up. 

 
 

A goal is not always meant to be reached; it often serves simply as 
something to aim at. 
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In these difficult times, the national magazine, "Cycling 
Weekly," devised a challenge. Who could cycle five thousand miles in 
twelve months? It turned out that cyclists all over the world could. Phil 
and Enid were then riding what they called "short" runs of 20-30 miles, 
but Phil calculated that in the given time they had covered nearly 3000 
miles. So, tongue in cheek, Phil suggested to the magazine that as they 
had ridden over 5000 miles on one cycle, they qualified. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Viv Kelly 
 
 

Television Programme 
  

We will be on television in a couple of weeks!  
If you tune in to S4C at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 14th April, you 
will see a programme entitled   “Dechrau Canu Dechrau 
Canmol” which features St Illtud’s.  Happy viewing! 
 

 

Do the difficult things while they are easy and the great things while they 
are small.  A journey of 1000 miles must begin with a single step. 

9 

The response was surprising!  
The story was told in the magazine and 
the Editor wrote to Phil and Enid: 

"Everyone here at ‘Cycling 
Weekly’ is so impressed with your 
riding this year that we wanted to send 
you each a CW2020 5000 badge,  but 
only 100 of which were made. We 
hope you are soon back on your 
tandem and pedalling around the 
beautiful Welsh countryside." 
  

 

 
St Illtud’s 



 
  

Humour 
 

A blind man went into the pub (after lockdown) sat down on a stool at 
the bar and said to the bartender, "Would like to hear a blond joke?" In a 
hushed voice, the man next to him said, “Before you tell that joke, you ought 
to be aware of some things. Our bartender is blond, the bouncer is blond. I’m 
a six-foot tall, Karate black belt; the man sitting next to me is a massive blond 
rugby forward and the man on your right is a professional wrestler, and each 
one of us is blond. Think about it, Mister. Do you still want to tell that joke?" 
The blind man thought for a moment and then replied, “No way, not if I’m going 
to have to explain it five times." 

********* 
Two less than bright young men travelled to the East to see the world. 

Before they left home, their dads gave them each some advice: "You watch 
cab drivers out there. They'll rob you blind. Don't you go paying them what 
they ask. You haggle." When they landed at the airport, the young men catch 
a cab to their hotel. When they reach their destination, the cabbie says, "That'll 
be twenty dollars, lads." "Oh no you don't! My dad warned me about you fellers 
. You'll only be getting fifteen dollars from me," says one of the men. "And 
you'll only be getting fifteen from me too," adds the other. 

********* 
You take the family to a theme park for the day and find yourself 

on a horse going at a steady speed in front of another horse which is 
following you.  On your left there is a lion in front of a tiger and a giraffe, 
each one keeping pace with you but not quite catching up.  Your stomach 
is going up and down and your heart is racing.  The surroundings are going 
round in a blur and your young daughter, who is on the saddle in front of 
you, is screaming.   It is a relief when the roundabout comes to the end of 
the ride. 

********* 
 

When you dream in colour it is a pigment of your imagination. 
10 

 

+   
When will I be allowed 

to go to the gym again? 
Is this what is meant by 

‘Aprés ski’?s 
At last! The hairdressers 

are open! 



 
  

Puzzle Page 
  Crossword No 103 

When an elephant stamps his feet, the vibrations can travel 20 miles 
through the ground. 
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  1 2   3     4 5   6     

7           8           9 

10       11           12     

                          

13     14   15   16   17       

      18       19           

20                 21       

      22       23           

24   25     26 27     28 29     

                          

30       31       32   33     

                          

  34           35           

 

              Across 
1 Dessert 
4 Rogue 

10 Steal 
11 Secret 
12 Vegetable 
13 Tidings 
15 Pose 
17 Toot  

18 Scamp 
19 Fibre 
20 Contra 
21 Ruddy 
22 Digit 
23 Annoy 
24 Glowing 
26 Acted 
28 Engrave 
30 Bird  

31 Confirmation 
33 Standard 
34 Rocky 
35 Abrasion 

 

            Down 
2 Joint  

3 Feature 
5 Shy  

6 Syrup 
7 Changed 
8 Bird  

9 Instrument 
14 Number 
15 Rate  

16 Lukewarm 
17 Restrain 
25 Crouch 
27 Metal 
29 Jewel 
31 Enclosure 
32 Tree     

 

Across:  1 Jelly, 4 Scamp, 10 Rob, 11 Privy, 12 Pea,13 
News, 15 Sit, 17 Beep, 18 Imp, 19 Err, 20 Flax, 21 Anti, 
22 Toe, 23 Irk,v24 Rosy, 26 Did, 28 Etch, 30 Emu, 31 
Proof, 33 Par, 34 Stony, 35 Graze. 
Down:2 Elbow, 3 Lip, 5 Coy, 6 Maple, 7 Transformed, 8 
Kiwi, 9 Harpsichord, 14 Sixty, 15 Speed, 16 Tepid, 17 
Brake, 25 Squat, 27 Icon, 29 Topaz, 31 Pen, 32 Fir. 
 Answers  

Mini Quiz 
1. ‘Dia de la Raza’ which is Columbia’s annual national 

holiday, commemorates which Italian explorer? 
2. Which Welsh poet wrote, “i see the boys of summer in 

their ruin lay the gold tithings barren”? 
3. Which fictional  village in the Yorkshire Dales was known 

as Beckindale until 1994? 
4. The liqueur ‘Amaro Averna’ is made in Caltanissetta on 

which Italian island? 
5. Which breed of spaniel is named after a country park 

near Worksop? 
 

Answers 

1 Christopher Columbus, 2 Dylan Thomas,  
3 Emmerdale, 4 Sicily, 5 Clumber Spaniel. 

 

 

Children’s Word Ladder 
Go from one word to the 

next by changing only one 
letter.  The first three words 

are there to help you. 

 
MARE       HORSE 

FARE       MENU 

FAME       RENOWN 

       SPORT 

       STORM 

       DEAL 

       SALINE 

       STOP 

       HANDLE 

      INCLINE 

MILL       FACTORY Mare, Fare, 
Fame, Game, 
Gale, Sale, 
Salt, Halt, Hilt, 
Hill, Mill. 



 
  

St Illtuds Tower Meet at the Bellringers Arms 
 

 After a few weeks of ‘Lockdown’ last year the St Illtud ringers were 
missing each other’s company so we decided to meet at the Bellringers Arms 
on our usual Thursday practice evening via Zoom.  
 
 As the topics to chat about were limited during the house-bound 
times, we soon decided to give the Ringing Room a go. This is a clever 
computer programme which allows individuals to log on and ring an 
allocated simulated bell. As well as keeping our ringing skills alive and 
improved our knowledge of methods, it has also upgraded our computer 
technical knowledge! For many of us, getting on to Zoom and into the 
Ringing Room at the same time was stretching, but after a few false starts 
10 of us were in and now a band regularly meets each week. 
 
 We started cautiously with rounds and call changes which led to 
much laughter, frustration and some under the breath swearing especially 
when the internet drops out – yet another!  We have now progressed to 
Plain Bob Doubles, Reverse Canterbury and Grandsire Doubles– even 
attempting a few simple touches. Most of all it’s a great way to keep in touch 
albeit not real ringing. 
 
 Although we are prevented during these Covid times from ringing all 
six bells, as the ropes are too close in the church tower, a single bell is 
chimed by one of us on a Sunday for the 10 am online service and before the 
current lockdown for the 8.15 am service. We all look forward to the day 
when we can once again get back into to the tower and call you all into the 
building for services. 
  
 

Kindness in words creates confidence. Kindness in thinking creates 
profoundness. Kindness in giving creates love. 
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As many of you may be aware, we 
sadly lost our Tower Ringing Master, 
David Bounds, in March last year after a 
short illness. In September Dave was 
posthumously elected an Honorary Life 
Member of the Llandaff and Monmouth 
Diocesan Association of Church Bell 
Ringers and Hilary was honoured to 
accept the Certificate on his behalf.  All of 
us here at St Illtud’s know how well 
deserved this title is and just how proud 
Dave would have been to accept it. We 
look forward to being able to provide a 
proper memorial for him at St Illtud’s 
soon when bells will ring out ! 

Hilary Evans 
 
 



 
  

Saint of the Month 
                       21st April: Bueno, Abbot  

 
We were all saddened to hear of the death in 

December of the Revd Lloyd Jones, one time curate and 
team vicar in the Llantwit Major Rectorial Benefice. 
Lloyd was rector of Plwyf Beuno Sant, Uwch Gwyrfai, in 
Bangor Diocese, with the main church at Clynnog Fawr 
which, as the name of the parish suggests, is dedicated 
to St Beuno.   

 
Beuno is as important in the history of the 

spread of Christianity in North Wales as Illtud is in 
South Wales. He was born in 545 at Berriew, Powys, 
and trained as a priest and missionary at Caerwent.  He 
returned to North Wales, establishing a monastic   

 

The superior man is modest in his speech but exceeds in his actions. 
13 

school at Llanymynech, and later travelling across North Wales as a missionary, 
eventually settling at Clynnog Fawr on the Llŷn Peninsula in 616. Beuno founded 
a monastic community or clas there, a place of prayer, teaching, ministry and 
mission, very much like that at Llanilltud Fawr. He died at Clynnog Fawr on Low 
Sunday, 21st April 640 and was buried within the original church, now attached 
to the magnificent medieval building, one of the finest churches in Wales. 
 

Bueno is credited with performing healing miracles, including raising his 
niece Winefride or Gwenfrewi from the dead at Holywell. Near the church at 
Clynnog Fawr is St Beuno’s Well, its waters believed to possess curative 
properties for a variety of complaints including epilepsy and paralysis. People 
would be lowered into the well water, and then would spend the night sleeping 
on top of St Beuno’s flat tomb in the church.  

 
Unlike Llanilltud Fawr, pilgrims flocked to Clynnog Fawr in medieval 

times because St Beuno was buried there and also for the healing waters of the 
well. Through their offerings, the church was enlarged several times to 
accommodate the numbers. It was one of the starting points of the pilgrimage 
route to Ynys Enlli, Bardsey Island, off the tip of the Llŷn peninsula, three visits 
to the island counting the same as one to Rome.  

 
St Beuno is the patron saint of sick children – and the bird associated 

with him is a curlew, as one rescued his prayer book when he dropped it in the 
sea. 
 

Philip Morris 
 

 



 
  

 

 

FANCY A BREAK BY THE SEA? 
In Southerndown 

Self-contained bungalow sleeps 6, 2 double 1 twin 
Lovely sea views. Close to M4 

Also Bed and Breakfast available 
Ring 01656-880532 Email: norfolk.1@hotmail.com 

Write: R&H Norfolk, Little West Bungalows, Southerndown CF62 0PY 
www.littlewestbungalow.co.uk 

I-FIX-IT! 
Handyman Services 

All household repair/installation/flatpack assembly work  
'No job too small' 

 Quality work & fair pricing 
  Call/text /email for free estimate 

07443 740052    ifixit121@gmail.com  
Some of my services: -Home internal/external 

repairs/installations -Decorating -Kitchen repairs 
-Plumbing & pipes -Light fitting installations -Flat pack 

assembly 
 

  



 
  

The Meaning of Easter 

We must make the world honest before we can honestly say to our 
children that honesty is the best policy. 
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The facts of Easter 
are easily told.  Jesus with 
His followers, the disciples, 
came to Jerusalem and 
started to preach. The 
Jewish authorities saw Him 
as a threat to their power 
and sought to eliminate 
Him. .  They bribed Judas to 
betray Him and this he did.    
The Roman Governor 
recognised that whatever 
he did would be ‘wrong’ and 

took the easy way out by allowing the Jews to deal 
with Him.  Jesus was first humiliated, tortured and 
then crucified on a cross - the Roman barbaric and 
agonising method of execution.   

Many common criminals received the same 
fate, indeed two were executed at the same time as 
Jesus but this occasion was significantly different.  
Jesus died and was buried.  The Disciples thought 
that their mission had failed but they were  

astonished when Jesus appeared amongst them 
three days later, alive and well. He continued to 
teach them and prepare them for their ministry, 
which was to spread His word to all peoples, Jews 
and Gentiles alike.   
 
 This then, is. the 
 

 
 

also knew what the manner of his death was going to 
be and did not shrink from doing what God, His 
Father, wanted him to do.  He could so easily have 
avoided all the pain and suffering.  This was God's 
sacrifice that He allowed his only Son to die in order 
that we, mankind, might come to Him. We celebrate 
Jesus' life, His death and His resurrection. 
 
 

 great significance of 
Easter, the most 
important Festival in the 
Christian calendar.  Jesus 
knew from the outset that 
he was going to die.  He  



 
  

Blue Stones 
 

In 2004 Carole and I said goodbye to Llantwit Major and hallo 
to  Maenclochog up in the Preseli Hills in Pembrokeshire to retire.  We lived 
about ten miles from Mynachlog-Ddu where the famous Blue Sones came 
from.  How did they get to Stonehenge the other side of the Bristol Channel 
with the second highest tide range in the world?  That is the million-dollar 
question that a group of local people set out to solve as part of a local 
Millennium project to see if one, yes just one could be transported 150 miles 
to their (it's) final resting place. 

 
They did cheat a bit as the selected stone was lifted off the hills and 

transported to ground level by something the very ancient people would not 
have known.  Today we know it as a helicopter!!  This overcame H&S (Health 
and Safety) concerns.  It was then dragged from ground zero by a very large 
team of volunteers to Milford Haven where it was to be loaded, again by 
human muscle, onto a locally made raft.  Only one problem, the 
modern, human naval architects got it wrong and the raft sank taking the 
stone with it to the dark depths of the Haven!  
 

It was resurrected and returned to the surface to be taken by lorry, 
this time to the newly opened National Botanic Garden of Wales near 
Carmarthen.  It was here when a certain young lady of my acquaintance and 
I visited it shortly after it was delivered in 2004.  I can now see why these 
stones were called the 'Blue' stones.  This one was absolutely dazzling not 
like the well weathered stones at Stonehenge of today. 
 
 
 
 
   

Old truths are easy to understand once they are discovered; the point is to 
discover them. 
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One of the theories of how 
they were all (about 80) 
transported from Wales to 
England may have something to 
do with the glacier sheet of very 
thick ice that lasted from the ice 
age. It possibly picked them from 
up Wales and then dropped them 
somewhere much nearer 
Stonehenge when the ice sheet 
finally melted. 
 

The jury is still out on that, 
but I think the two subjects in the 
photo are well colour co-
ordinated and equally stunning!! 

Bill Henderson 
 

 



 

From the Registers  
Burials  
O3 Mch.      James Bettridge aged 61 years, St. Athan 
03 Mch.       Doreen Evans  aged 90 years, Llantwit Major 
09 Mch.       David Llewelyn Thomas aged 78 years, Llantwit Major 
10 Mch.       Doris Isabel Williams aged 91 years, St. Athan 
12 Mch.       Leslie Neville Farthing aged 81 years, Llantwit Major 
16 Mch.       Susan Lewis aged 61 years, St. Athan 
16 Mch.       Margaret Maud James, aged 76 years, Bridgend 
17 Mch.       Ronald Craggs Thomas aged 86 years, St. Athan 
19 Mch.       Brian Burnell aged 74 years, Ewenny 
26 Mch.       Linda Mary Thomas aged 81 years, St. Athan 

 
 

Lateral Thinking 
 

Q1 Which of the following statements is correct? 
a) One statements here is false. 
b) Two statements here are false. 
c) Three statements here are false. 

 
Q2 There is a ferry across a river.  It is only a small river and so the boat is only 
small as well. Being small the boat will only carry the ferryman pus one 
passenger regardless of size. 

One afternoon, the ferryman has the task of taking three passengers 
across the river in his boat.  These are a wolf, a goat and a cabbage.  The wolf 
will eat the goat if left alone with him, and the goat will eat the cabbage if left 
alone with it. How does the ferryman manage to carry out his task without 
losing a passenger? 
 
Q3 Long, long ago, in Arabia, a greedy merchant, who was travelling to the next 
town, met an impoverished beggar who made him an offer.  If the merchant 
would give him 100 Dinars, he would let him have a small earthenware pot 
which contained a liquid with the magical power of turning everything it 
touched into gold.  The merchant turned down the offer out of hand.  Why? 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The game of life is a game of boomerangs. Our thoughts, words and 
deeds return to us, sooner or later, with astounding accuracy. 
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Q1 Statement b) 
 
Q2 i) He takes the goat across and returns empty. 
  ii) He takes the wolf across and returns with the goat. 
  iii) He takes the cabbage across and returns empty.  (wolf & cabbage are across) 
  iv) He takes the goat across. Task sorted! 
 
Q3 if the liquid turned everything it touched to gold, why was the earthenware pot not turned to 
gold? 
 

 



  
 
  

Cold Calling's 
 
The older folk who have read Eric's stories about life in a cold climate, 

may well have similar memories, but why are they getting fewer and more 
distant? 1947 has a reputation as an icy winter when the country had not 
recovered from the War. The coal industry was still in turmoil despite the 
optimism of nationalisation. Electricity breakdowns were rampant transport 
was regularly disrupted and it seemed that there would be no Spring. In 1947 I 
was 15 years old, living in Pyle and attending school in Bridgend (the County). 
We travelled by train but arrival time was a lottery, so ‘train boys’ were allowed 
to be late.  

 
I lived at least a mile from Pyle station, but fortunately we did not have 

to carry all the "clobber" that pupils {now "students"} are laden with today. Our 
books stayed in our desks in school, except for homework, and we had no sports 
equipment. I had a companion on my walk (or run) to the station, a girl a little 
older than me, Lorna James, who lived in the next street. The girls' school 
seemed to have restored uniforms before the boys', and I visualise her now - 
not very tall, swamped in a navy mac, with hat, carrying a satchel and a violin 
case. I met up with her again a few years later, in Llantwit, where under the 
name of Lorna Hughes, she was beginning a distinguished career as a head 
teacher and a parish and county councillor. See "Llantwit Major in Camera," 
photos 54 to 57. 
 

 Monday morning in early January, I was horrified to find about four feet 
of snow blocking our doors, and hard as I tried, I could not get out. Two days 
later we had another fall, and I was condemned to a week at home. The 
following Monday our head-master was vociferous about not trying hard 
enough to get to Bridgend. Perhaps the trains were running, but how were we 
to know? Though the cold rolled on into history. 
 

Few people who were around in 1963 will ever forget that winter, 
reckoned to be the coldest since the seventeenth century. The snow, driven by 
fearsome Siberian winds from the east, fell between Christmas and New Year. 
The blizzards almost cleared the fields of snow, but drove it into and over the 
hedges, and initially blocking the roads. ln time they were cleared but remained 
icy; apparently the power station had a snow plough, but the police would not 
allow it on the roads because it had no licence. There were temporary shortages 
in Llantwit for foods like milk. I remember Mrs. Fitchett, in a shop now the 
Boverton Post Office, taking a pint of milk out of her refrigerator for me. The 
other domestic problems in some houses were snow blown up to roof level, and 
blocked drives. 
 

At that time my wife, Margaret, was teaching in the Edwardian Jenner 
Park Girls' School in Cadoxton, while I taught in the newly built Boys’ Grammar 
Technical School on Port Road, now dwarfed by new buildings.  Our form of 
transport Money doesn't make you happy, but it quietens the nerves. 
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You know you are getting old when you go to more funerals than 
weddings. 
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 grammar school. This continued all through January; February was a little 
more tropical. This was before the days when every house had a land line 
plus six mobiles, so communications were basic.  

The geography department in Barry grammar school had its own 
weather station, and through January the maximum temperature never 
reached freezing point. Slowly the days grew warmer, but on the day we 
broke up for Easter, snow fell.  

After 1963, snow fell intermittently until the L980s, usually closing 
the local schools and causing problems on the roads. Within two or three 
days, things would be back to normal. Snow fell heavily in 1979, and in 1982 
Llantwit Rugby club entertained a Scottish club for a game on the Saturday 
morning. The Scots had to stay until the Tuesday, by when the pubs were 
dry.  

Shall we ever see again these legendary days of long ago, when we 
can say with A.E. Housman, “about the woodlands I would go, to see the 
cherry trees hung with snow?” Most people would say, "No thanks." 

Viv Kelly 
Mothers’ Union 

By the time you are reading this, brighter days will be with us and 
we will doubtless know a little more about how our “cautious” opening up 
is going. As soon as we are able to, we will be making plans to resume our 
meetings and other activities as they are safe and permitted. Some of us 
have been going out very little and it will take time for confidence to grow 
in order for us to feel comfortable, even in small groups, but it does now 
seem hopeful that we are making real progress towards our return to 
meetings and services. 

Easter will also be upon us, but before then we will be continuing 
our Lenten thinking and will also have been part of the service for the Feast 
of the Annunciation, Lady Day. We are very thankful for the support of our 
clergy at all times. 

Sue Beetlestone 
 

transport was a remarkable Austin A40, the 
first estate car in Britain with the boot 
inside the body of the car. It had a 
wonderful winter; it never failed to start 
and its roadholding on ice was solid.  Every 
school day, I would take Margaret (a non-
driver) into Jenner park, only for her to be 
told that the outside toilets were frozen, 
and the school was closed.  She would go 
home by bus and I would drive on to the 
warm 
 

 



 
  

Benefice Directory  
 

Rector  Rev'd Canon Edwin Counsell.  01446-794503 
  The Rectory, High Street 
  Llantwit Major, CF61 1SS 
  edwin.counsell@ghcp.church   
Team Vicar Rev’d Craig Vaughan   01656-890468 
  The Vicarage, Trepit Road 
  Wick.  CF71 7QL 
  fr.craig@ghcp.church   
Team Vicar Rev’d Rhian Prime   01446-750273 
       1, Rectory Drive, St Athan        
  CF62 4PD 
  rhianprime@ghcp.church    
Reader  Sue Moll    01446-719445 
  sue.moll@llanilltud.org.uk   
Reader  Keith Brown    01446-793804 
Pew News keith.brown@llantilltud.org.uk   
Reader  Bill Henderson    01446-750418 
  bill.henderson@llanilltud.org.uk   
Reader  Hazel Norfolk    01656 880532 
  norfolk.1@hotmail.com   
Reader  Penny Snowden    01446-775402 
  pennysnowden@gmail.com   
Parish Office Alison Weston.  St Illtud’s Church  01446-792439  
9 am-2.30 pm Church Street, Llantwit Major.  
Mon – Fri. CF61 1SB.   
  office@ghcp.church  
Website http://www.llanilltud.org.uk/   
School  Mrs Ceri Thomas   01656 890253 
  Wick & Marcross Church in Wales    
  Primary School 
  Church Street, Wick.  CF71 7QE  
School  Mr Duncan Mottram   01656 880477 

St Brides Major, Church in Wales Primary  
Heol yr Ysgol 
St Brides Major, Bridgend. CF32 0TB  

Magazine Eric Sparks, Bronelwyn, Castle St 01446-795443 
Editor  Llantwit Major, CF61 1AP 
  ericpetersparks1932@gmail.com  

Contributions to be received by 22nd of the month. 
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Llantwit Major Bowls Club 
Come and sample the game.  Pleasant 

surroundings, fresh air and good 
exercise. By the Rugby Club. 

 
Come and join in the  indoor short-mat 

sessions Mon, Tue, Wed & Thurs. 
afternoons 

 See our Website – www.lmbc.wales 
 

 

Wick – Monknash 
Village Hall 

For hire at reasonable rates. 
Children’s   Events   Meetings 

Parties                              etc 
Contacts: Frank Holness 01656-
890455 or Mary Williams MBE – 

Wick Shop  01656 - 890544 
 

 

25% off first appointment 

THE FOOT CLINIC 

Commercial Street,  

Llantwit Major 

Vale of Glamorgan  

CF61 1RB 

Tel: 01446 793040 
 

 

 

 

Channing Electrical 
 

Specialists in all aspects of 
electrical and security installations 
 

Call Joel: 07854262736 
 

Email: 
channingelectrical@gmail.com 

el: 01446 795166 
 

Flowers for all Occasions  

The Flower Shop 
 

Sarah Thomas    

2, Barons’ Close   Telephone 

East Street    01446 - 

Llantwit Major    792264 

 

  

  

http://www.lmbc.wales/


 

 

 

 

 

W James & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

Fonmon 
Tel 01446 710 096 

Serving Barry and the Vale of 
Glamorgan 

ESTABLISHED 1860 
Personal attention at all times from  

a family run business 
24 Hour Service – Private Chapel of Rest 

Prepaid Funeral Plans  
(Written Details On Request) 
www.wjamesandsons.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

National 
Association 
Of Funeral 
Directors 

 

Llantwit Major South Wales 
Mobile 0798 191 5212     Email 

hartyerrol@gmail.com 
We make it easy for you to plan the Right Will to 
protect your home and financial wealth, ensuring 
the correct products are in place to put your mind 
at rest knowing that you have done all that you 
can for your loved ones to inherit the maximum 
possible.          Call me today. Errol Harty  
If you lose your mental capacity for any reason 
you will need a BLPA to ensure your business 
finances are secure.  This video explains it all. 
Click on this video    LPA Video 

 

 

 

 The Shop @ St Illtud’s 
That never closes! 

Your needs for Celtic Christianity. 
Cards, Jewellery, Crosses, Angels, 

Celtic Books, Postcards, Fridge 
magnets, Tea Towels, Tote Bags, 
Gifts, The Cross in Your Pocket. 

 

https://watch.wave.video/5ec500eec9e77c002f81d80b

